Mn.-NTAIN- Commission Retort 


* T l : l ynSSVS?* ** arm above 

gsss r„r d sw■*«,* « nwr 

*" » ,,oHd ' C -»" r »l.E cSS wCund h |eft'"l d n ■ 

Barnett, I’rivalc. P O^S?^ ^ £ ~ 

“»•«-» —* =.Xi a *,. u * ~ 

Nrwlon Squires. Private p joint ’ “* 

K. B. Wheeler. Private p wound top °f right shoulder 

Jamb Riffle, Private. ~F gSSSSJ ZZd'£%g !** ' hou '-^ 

«oate both ^ 

. . . »»«ia&S!5e 

s^TA^sr-. ~g g-feS i- , a “T en - **•— 

N-nred Weiss, Private...;;:^;. H gSftM'in perforating 

James M. Randle. Private.JI Gun.^ wound in left thigh, lower third. 

flesh wound 

KILLED 

C ^Z j e p K - an , t .. A Gunshot in head 

' ha. Brv ,; P p- . . A Gunshot mortally 

M <J:Z pZZ ntC .2 Gunshot in head 

htaMtaiTi. ~S Gunshot mortally 

r ?" B " ter - .°- - s . . F Gunshot in bowels 

ESS <*'-ne,.C P U,n II Gunshot mortally 

KUv pSu' p" at 1 .- 5 Gunshot mortally 

»v!ey Pullens. Private..H Gunshot mortally 

"^'SZSr'z&r wound * d in 28,h ohi ° : th - ir ord ' ri >- 


. .nee attention has bee,, called to the Droop Mountain Battle- 
^ r ’-' *'»* *»•••'■ shown all over the State, and being 

"V. ** " '* of Die P»ved highways or the State, no 

. ' * r *" b *‘ shown than the gn at arrnie views of the 

■a*. JL- a *T-** **■ * n ‘ l "ir rich valley, lying n t its has... together 
., 7 , ' l ' " ,n *“ k ' Droop Mountain one of the nation's 
*w «re,|,t .)„*. " n ‘ l wl11 •‘•'■erliar West Virginia, ns nothing 

‘-*»w lo ,hr f,rl the effort that is 

'••a w,i m 1 “ 1 ,r vrlopineiit and Is-aiitlfyiiig the battletleid 

"»». aw) fc., ’ of every old —Idler, living of either 

•1'1‘rovai of the eitiarna of the State. 
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meeting. 


fro** 1 ' Mountain - Com mi ssion Kh-ort 

>st Virginia llistnriral Swiety at „ 

Charleston. passed the following resnlntmn • 

Tl,i " the West Virginia Historical Society car 
rommnid the Droop Mountain Battle Field Commission for 
labors an.l seal, ,n acquiring: title to the land on which the 
|,„ltle was fought, and for the work that has been done and the 
effort that is being made for the improvement and beautifying one 
nr the greatest natural scenic views of the State-, and that funds 
should he appropriated to carry on the work that the Commission 


lias begun. 


“Uesolved; That the thanks of the Society are hereby extended 
to Governor Gore for the aid he has given the Battlefield Comniis- 
sion in its work, and 

"Resolved, further. That the memory of the brave men, of both 
armies, who fought the memorable battle of Droop Mountain, 
should lie perpetuated for all time by monuments and parks, and 
the battle's history, and that the State should no longer neglect this 
historic battlefield in beautifying a spot, drenched with the blood of 
her own sons, around which cluster so many sacred memories of the 
dead. 

Your Commission further reports that the land optioned is not 
complete, nor can it be made so. without acquiring the fifteen acres 
reserved. This your commission would recommend should he done, 
at a reasonable price, to he agreed upon by the parties in interest. 

We wish to call special attention to the topography of the 
mountain. There is a straight ridge running north and south, 
through the greater part of the lnnrl optioned. This ridge Ls 
smooth and rises to the north and would make a fine field for 
airplanes to operate. 

Another matter of special interest is an ancient lake thnt. was 
discovered by the Chairman of your Commission. Its outline is 
plainly mnrked and shows it to have been a magnificent lake of 
water, lint the countless ages have encroached upon its shores, until 
it is covered over with elder brush, moss and vines. Its waters flow 
out from the end of the lake, and with two small fills would, in all 
probability, be sufficient to impound the waters, to a depth of sev¬ 
eral feet, and a driveway around the lake would be about one mile 
in h'liglh. and we believe that the magnitude of the lake, covering 
•bout fifteen acres, would support millions of mountain trout. 

Your Communion would recommend that the land optioned 
should lie purchased uiul a deed obtained and the title to the fifteen 


Bump Mountain <'o mmission Uki-ort •»! 

acres rwrml should also In- obtained mid I tint an appropriation nf 
fclii.OOO 00 may In- made Tor flip payment nf the lands and In carry 
on Hie work of improvement as rapidly as possible, ami wi‘ would 
further recommend that the marketable timber on the landslip sold 
and that the ridge, hereinbefore referred to. shotdd lie made aerra- 
xilil for flying machines: and also that the water of the lake should 
he impounded: and that suitable driveways and other attractive 
features be prepared as early ns possible and that ultimately a great 
park may be established and maintained that would be equal at least 
to those in other states. 

Your Commission would further recommend Hint your Kxrel- 
lency call the attention of the Governors of Pennsylvania and Ohio 
to the very valuable service rendered by the I4tb Pennsylvania 
Cavalry, commanded by Colonel Sehoonmaker. and the 2Rlh Ohio 
Infantry, commanded by Colonel Moor, as these states might desire 
to perpetuate the memory of those hrnve men by a suitable monu¬ 
ment or monuments placed on the battle lines where they fought. 

Your Commission here expresses the belief that by I lie expendi¬ 
ture of a reasonable sum of money on the Droop Mountain Hattie, 
field that it would become such an attractive resort and of a value 
to the State beyond estimation in dollars and cents, and that the 
same would produce a patriotic sentiment that would forever he 
blended ami clustered around the field that holds so many sacred 
memories. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

-Jko. D. Sutton, 

N. F. Kendalu 
R. F. Kidd. 

M. M. Harrison, 

A. L. JI'ki.mick. 
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The Droop Mountain Battle 

f.l /xiprr prepared by John I). Sutton) 

After tin- country whs freed from Indian invasions and Virginia 
became established, tin- people l.egnn to look more to their financial 
affairs and public interests. It was not long until those west of 
the Allegheny* becimie jealous of their eastern brethren. Tobacco 
was the money crop of the east, raised by slave labor, whilst those 
west of the mountains depended for many years upon furs and 
ginseng as their principal commodity in trade. And as it has been 
from the beginning of time taxation began to lie agitated. The 
great body of the cast cs-nped very largely from their equal share of 
the burden, but controlled very largely the political affairs of the 
state. The western portion of the state was powerless. Their only 
relief was in separation. The Civil War afforded them that oppor¬ 
tunity; hence when the war came on, TJ.tXM) of the young men of 
Western Virginia joined the Union forces. Though they were liv¬ 
ing in a slave state the great majority refused to answer the eall 
of Virginia, and when the 20th of .lime, 18(58, came, and West 
Virginia was admitted as a state into the union, the defenders of 
tin- new state were determined to sustain and defend the state at 
whatever cost of bloo I and treasure. The south was as fully deter¬ 
mined to retain the territory iff the state, and to prevent the rend¬ 
ing of the state—a state for which we all have the most profound 
love and respect. Hut a sacrifice had to be made and the battle 
was joined—a battle of separation. The best blood of Virginia 
e in I Wet Virginia, men whu had met on many bloody battlefields 
prior to the great Battle of Primp Mountain, soldiers inured to 
liardslnp and dangers, not soldiers of fortune, not soldiers for s|>oil, 
but men in whose In easts was a living principle, a principle im¬ 
planted in tlieir youth by their fathers. At a distance, it would 

look like ... eminent that the forces were to In- assembled 

l»r * ttnal id of strength tleneral Averell, with a very formid¬ 
able f—tse. left lb-telly oil XnVl-MllH-r 1st, to fillll the enemy and 
I-a ill, wherever lie might lie found, iloiicriil Wm. L. Jackwn, 
"‘•.‘1U.I..I.MK « brigade and several other units, battalions and coiu- 
|s.... t, ib urial Kelmls mi flit* iiiurning of the lith 

" * N'b'Udlil brigade of lighting men IJeneral Averell eiieoun- 

• n_ I •mle.lcral.-s |e.r Mill I'olltl mi the morning Ilf 

•It. and ilnac it, |„ |)m f,*,i Mountain, and there 
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I sill loo* lb.l .»%. op *0*0 lloj 

£sas|= » SS i 1 «ff~~.= ssiSit.rcSrr.JL^sr • 

s/ar 1 ^" 11 *“ HSsSsHB 365 sawH'asr-^-a 
jsiyjss.iTr sar-s' 2issvbLSTOJ: && ft 

« g . ,'J it Philippi, fro® J J* ? w Hl i ) t( , oi AftU—.l»( »rrk *o° w “’* l Mf •OCC*Wfull| 

£"»P«» T,,o. t y .u f ,jnolod. M-MIbs -ff Of**"* 

■or st vtipmii B. ... . la. mi. «n« too «.t. ion Hwsoir. 
ind M iimd u cossoeaiilib'i tt My friend. lt « l*t« lluffh I Mo¬ 
tor mj for Pocabootaa a ouabtr of Laugh'ln, alwaya took delight In it 
i,.cn% He had t*«o a toldttr lo It# .Mlnf Ma M • ,,n 

M.iir.n »»r. aod fought In a nun. Ikk Tin Cop Campaign Som« 
Lor Of battle*. M> recollection L . wt *t* a ong th« road *<* PMHppl 
tr.at Captain Siofer «a* not wounded 1 ram. to a for® U»#l« •»• • 

la ti.« •or Mom th* at»t®* until mowing rnachlo. •Uh IU longo* 
the b»ttlo of Crow Keys *bm ho fell popped -»p. In o obod Few of ll.o® i 
• lib Cre ballot u>loolo LI®. Et.ry had .m mo a ®..w«f ard word w.* 
00* or He* aojod* *a* wo»ld«rrt t »m‘ do«o lb* rank. that U »»« » 
mortal. but he r»ju**rod and lurvle canoe* Oneb.»»~* » ff PWl ' 00,, | 
ed th. war so®. t«eoty Jeara. At • o« It, ond r,mar»c<l on tl .* length of 
child, I rt®e®bor Mb o» o friendly. t»* ranrod: 


[won, tallow, flour. b«a 1. boras f«td. 
V 0 .« hiU, muon doth, collou. 
Mkt. ol'lru. bliobctt and •holoot. 

Oo May JO. at J W Marshall's 
>:or« bt bought a ptlr of floret for 
Ctptalo Siofer at 25 etnti and ill 
ccmM for prlralrt for SI.OO. Alto 2 
craratt, II; ? A*«"«•> »blrta, 12; tod 
3 a. or. ptlr floret *> ceolt 
Oo May 22. at barer!;, from A Sc 11 
Cr awford. l-o hats for 13.25 From 
j Hurlet. also at Uarcfij, pair or 
»bo*» tt 12 and 2 ptlra socka 30 cent*. 
Oo the same dale from E K. Kucher 
12 1-2 poondt of tallow for 11.25 aod 
1 2 pcuodi of bacoo at 14c. 19 35 
IM May 94, Pi«»»r (V...gU« 
i .*d II 33 for supper, lodging aod 
c-eatrau for 13 perxxu. 

On May 25. 12 50 la paid Jno. H 
Carla for Gliham i 


: Oa >W I'. Captain Stoftr certifies {Ourre Hr -ai'« 
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Uto.r.1 Wllll.o „ 

c!..* of both Ih. coootp ,0,1 .Ifcull 
couru. n. ... .sccs.<!«! jn,t u 
for. tl* ... bj lb. lua irillum 


- ®;]™ m ™ Oid. rtlrt. Is all 
■H . Il»collar*iWUlMBII' Ur 
ih. -*t of ,lf^,Wptaj'.l.c or tin ■ 
Kr BtartMl off -oa ts k«,p , 
I- I It port on tl„ proa.,,, ol th. 

| nalaslu Knra.." bM I paau h. , 
‘ I U *I hep. Ur .rta, ihraa d.ja, hr 
, l! ' I» *in mioait or , p. a r. 1 


Stata of riiplnla. 

^.olgrta'k'y an *W. that C.osral 
,'terror lirf wrlttan op tba 11s Cop 
Orcp.las” d.[ b, d.r. 10.I..C of 
lalitlof off oo tba rtooid it. c.rnlor 
of tba third daj. 

Voo fcara jot to buid It to tlia, 
O.oaral that be •» a tonaldn.UIn uf 


lo •prt.lna of tld, ic.rcb th. old 10 “* rel ‘ 0,, » 

■ : ... ..'a,,,d pi “V, ib. -T o "■ ™» »’"• "I»«I Kiln. ...d back 

•^r^i £&?*£ ~f?ss£zrs.«r - 

k 1 l-d ll.nr o«n arm« 

T’.t caialry r.',„^l ,« W41 ClD After the war Coofeifrttt toidlera 

'• '< ko-:,.. Me N tti 'tCoc/ • »nV <?£ T?*!? r W 0f tU r, « bU of c,t, " D ‘ 

• • • - f r ,tb P,.,,i?*5K- bT lh,lr ‘“‘Wllty to take tl,« 

p. - ... a”?b 2! fft S? rom '*•* oath. Hafore a man could rote. 

-: » . I Hi, vS,. Bat^*H..7iId h0!d 0 ® 0e, p,4Clk * Um ‘ tle • h " mn,t 

' ' -A ( ....in W» 1 M J. Q $ *•«' had oot tided or abeH 

* ’ •• • J * u . * lKl «»* Coofedtrtcy. Tbl. did no; 

** • ... VI, : . r!’.V.' 4 l ' C °® Captain Slofer a Wt. At the 
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DHOOP HI. STATE PARE 


On top of picturesque Droop Mountain, about four miles 
fron the little town of Hillsboro, in West Virginia, CCC Camp 
Price, Co. 2,598 have done some wonderful work on the State 

Park. 

It was on this site that the greatest battle of the Civil 
tar in test Virginia was fought about 72 years ago. It is said 
that the only brass cannon that this part of the confederate any 
had lies buried in a swamp within a stone's ttirow of the camp. 
Although 72 years have elapsed since the great battle, many signs 
and memoirs of it are left. While rambling through the woods one 
aay find the old rock breastworks which were used by the Confed¬ 
erate and Onion soldiers alike. 

About three miles from the camp there is a large cave in 
"i.-ch soldiers manufactured gun ponder. It is non known as 
-altpetre Cave." Occasionally old grave markers are found. 

Although there are signs posted along Route 219 showing the 
t ^Hion of the great battlefield, it has not yet received much 
•ntlon from tourists booause of the seemingly impossibility of 
''.loretlon, ao not muoh can bo seen from the highway. This is 
■» Weal place for plonlo's, as the CCC boys have built chimneys 
eoa P "X>Hng, and seats nnd tables, etc. and liavo made the site 
** ***• b «ttle one of tbo better known rnrka In Pest Virginia. Roads 
ails have been built that load to vions that are ontranoing. 
'lo'.tora are always welcome. 
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BATTLE oy BARTOI - October 3, 1861 


m ^ tLrce battles knosn ea the nettles or the Greenbrier Ford, which 
place nt Traveler. Rcpoee, now known as Bartow. One wee October 3, 1B61, one 
v 31, 1861. the other Dec. 12, 1861. Since tae first of these bettleo, the one 
cf Cetobar 3, was the biggest one, tbet la the one we shell consider In this report. 

The first year of the war saw flee battles in the Dppar Tract, as upper 
Pocahontas was usually called at that time. The reason being th t the Staunton and 
Parkersburg Turnpike croaeed the Greenbrier Talley at this place and It >us one or 
tit scat important thoroughfares In the nation at the outbreak of ths civil Tar. 

It sea well screed by stage coach lines end It forced a favorite route for persons 
free t:i Biddle seat who wished to go to leshlagton end other eastern points. 

The political significance or Western Virginia seceedlng from Virginia mads 
the p*:tege of tte Xlleghcaeye the soot Inportent spots to the military operations 
os both sices. 

The federal enay hod olreudy occupplad Tygurts Volley in Randolph, and the 
Confederates hurried armies Into the Greenbrier Valley In Pooahontes. Their foremost 
pwwt sms at Tro-elera Repose. The caap was colled Caap Bertoa la honor of Col T.-oncla 
*• bi.—.ow of the 7th Georgia Regiment who was killed In the battle of Bull Run In 
J*'-l UU. The canp was co mended by Gan. H. R. Jackson, of Georgia, who no doubt 
ad It in honor of his friend. 

-•new tie building of a email town on t-lo old bwttlo field, the powtofflce 

known ■■ Travelers Repose wsw changed to Bartow. 

frier. 1 4«, ... camped at VhltW. Top of Shaver. Cheat at an alavation 
• . 4,2.0 few,. An. ,t 20 mil.. .... of th- on the top of th—lo Alleghanay 

— t ike Goofedwretee at an alavetloo of about 4,100 feat. Th. saw woldlar. . 

. , - a, „.h .th- - ‘b». high Th- 1- 4h« f U 

• «h« • .... IW , r- aarlhg that tlaa had hed h u * 

•• , ... ... , ... OMM a. h,«h« bad «.««.. I-*- 


eUraiah. Tnit sew ahem tha 
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^ Bartow was at tha foot of tka mountains. All thre. on to. Staunton 4 
pu-iareburg Turnpike. Tho Yeagers, Arbcgnsta, Slarcno, Burners and Houchlno who osned 
, MS .action of tha county were ell secesalonlata. In fact there waa hardly a Union 
a; lc tho Whole of Greenbank Dlatrlct. No where In the mountains were the Confederate 
State# sore eolidly supported. 

Gen. Reynolds at Whites Top hod on Sept. 13, protected the left flank of tho army 
at Eksater, and he had kept lorlng from passing so ho decided to do some passing 
tins elf. Se decided that he nuld march an army over and surround and aubdus 
Staunton. Eo ordered hla men to prepare four days ratlore each, and on the morning of 
Oct. 3, lSdl at one o'oloek A. ’ll. he put his forces In motion and they marched down 
toe n-uotaln to Durbin. He had about 5,000 troops and 6 batteries of big guns. His 
force# #ere: Howes' Battery, Loomis' Battery, Klchlgan Volunteer Battery, Damns' 

Battery, Virginia Volunteer Artillery. 

Eith, 23th, and 32 Ohio Baglm'nts 7th, 9th, 13th, 14th, 13th, and 17th Indiana 
Sec- of Infantry. Robinsons Ohio Cavalry. Greenfield Pennsylvania Cavalry, Braclcaon'e 

India-.. >valry. 

•« V 

.Opposed to then were the Third Arkaneee, first Georgia, Twelfth Georgia, Twenty- 
T-rginla, Rices Bettery, Schumakers Battery, and the 31ot Virginian of which 
-sptela J. c. Arbugasts Greanbans Company was nude up of local poople (Hope to have a 

' s;1,u list of this Co. soon) 

^h* federal, got to Durbin sbout sun up and eew an advanoe guard under Col. 

“**** Johnson in front of tbmn lo or above the nerroea ehlch separatee Prank from 
They art up a cannon or tso and fired at them. Johnson fell beck end the 
, * !,r *.* -» rtbtt u? 4!- . r ^,g through the fields. .Johnson bed hie bores shot end 
>•- tM. B. bald the solumn up for en hour end it eee not until 

■ :i #■*»% -.1 c;. #c a. hU end > fleaking movement e«artad to hie right met he 

« u. in. — u »,*, ,i camp Sartca. 
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s. w- 1 ** 
- garto* 


- c r,i..-al army {*•-'«* --* 0 bttterl “ 10 **>« or tit Confedarate breaetMrk.. 


r.,,, 6 euns ln “ e aeEdD ' ■*"“* helf «y f--« the Burner bout, to t b. 

fc3 , perk and 2 6“* on tb * ° tber 3lie of lte turnpike. The Confederate b.tttrl., 

„ . 10. bill .t-t bebl ” d Traveler. Repo.., .hero there ere embankment. .till plainly 

to if «“• 

la addition Lieutenant Seeding placed a gun on the Turnpike directly ln front 
of Travelers Repose, from .-lei he fired 90 roinda that day point-blank at the 
avemy across the river bottom. The big guna kept up a ateedy firing from eeven ln the 
core lag until 2:30 ln the afternoon. A rifle cannon the Confedaratee expected to do 
greet linage eas a claappolntment for after the flrat few rounde the bell etuck end 
eculd sot be dislodged until Eergt. Timothy E. Stamps could pat there from Idonterey. 

There r.i more powder burned ln the big guns that day than at any other battle ln the 
=;m:alai. It *aa a great dey for nolae. 

But ell thie cannon firing sen moant to"cover up Infantry work. It .111 be 
re *= 0 ered that tba turnpike la en east and east rood and that there io a north and 
• :-th reed paralleling tbo river. Tala Huntersville road comes to the turnpike at 
Travelers Repose. 

.Oen. Reynolds proceeded to send Infantry against both ends of the fonfedorcte 
breast.'rka. j t looks like one could hardly ceU It o flanking raevamant for these 
detaefcar.te did not attempt to swing ln .Ida circles. It *aa the plan to let the artillery 
"" everything hot along the turnpike, while his forces .ere to attaok both ondo or the 

vnsfeda.-.t. pe.ltlon. 

Jackson evidently expected e eldo flung encirclement Tor he had sent Johnson up the 
' ' t. r. toon a mile, and he wee clear above the place that the Federal, attempted 


entreated the defenee of hi. left (does the river) to Colonel Rust and hi. - 
... t, „ , m s. , .^shared that te. Federal. had ■ right large order Is that 

• * t charge ..roe. .14. ope. field., ford th. river and ellab . at.ep hill to 

r-r.lfiag e«p. 



R .„5 -arched dows the rrad Cr-enbenk until be had draws away rroa t.-.a river 

or. at elevetlon overlooking the river. He then marched by tie end cf tte 
utwrrki ar.d took a station between the river and -.be breastworks, but berore he 
font bis sen, the Federal batteries ccmenoed a rapid fire, and a reglsent 
-f i-'entry left tbe road at the 3uraer homestead and sarobed across the meadow; 

'el tbe river and climbed the bill. Tae irkanaaa troops, however, set them at 
, fc- -neat of the Mil and the reglsent of infantry want back and marched up the 
bill ec the other aide of tto roed. Ibis movement of tbe Federal troops moving 
first to tbe right, then to tbe left, puttied the irkensee oo;taander. There eeened 
t= se a dlsouealon as to abet tbe orders were. I waa warned afterwards that there 


isl been a Maunders tending of orders. 

Col. Richardson Saying. Hy regiment la to attack on my right.- -Mot at 
all-, said Col. Wilder, "Tou are to attack the ar.aoya right-. Tala oonfualon of 
erlera marked the turning point of the battle. Now both reglmonts were In the sene 
and It therefor* persltted the whole power of the Confederate artillery to he 
res tad to one place. The federolo could not fooe the fire and retreated In greet 
vccfualon. Both regiments went Into the wood, at the north of the turnpike end edded 
eer.fualoa already la that quarter. 

*» Oonfadaratam call- Vtl. on. of the graatost victories of that year. Th. 
it e reoonnlsnance In force. 

In filled and wound-. Federal. «. Conf—«« «. *>**** 13 
’• one stand of colors. 




CJVli 






C-Jir.lt* -lllev 
Clever L-.etc, ' . 


At the *•» '-'ni»n 3ch ’° 1 hou ” _ tn * f3 °t of tni mountain, on 
, • ; k : leads to th* -mil*51* Mv*i- country l n 1894 , lived 

f: .-V . r-ar.. In a double log house on the headwaters of Stony Creek. 

"c- rage lived about a quarter of e mile farther up the creek. 

- 4 r: ' : - oasrasT between Tuhear. and leverages war fenced'on both 

•• tt • lar.e. It was tnls lar.e t-.at the battle Its nane. \l 

..iv state was ferret in 1863 and ln 1884 a regiment of state 
r-a-is -a: for-ed at Buchanr.on, and. of this r eginent fooahontas furnished 
o-.e =05 j r, captained at tires by Capt. Sanuel Jfeuiqg'a minister, and 
... -.p*. I»aae "alt on 'lien. 

Ibis re._-lme.it had Its headquarters at Beverley.- These state guards 
ore gallant soldlfrs and were exposed to all'the perils and privations 
■ t.-.e :itu 'Var. However state ruards ln other states were d need, t ose 
“• * 8t 'irglnia were real soldiers ar.d were the only state guards ln the 
rlon elirlbloj/or pension. - • 

lP64.thr PreeorvQtlon of the union depended, upon the reelertlon 
I'.rroln. A brace party had-set about t6_ defeat Lincoln, therefore, 

nted. The county of Pocahontas was controlled by the Con- 
•rat-r, ,, t tne little town of Edray was loyal'to the Federal states. 

It was determined by the West Virginia-authorities to hold 
-*•*. n for president ln the county. Arrange-wits were -ade to hold 
' *•» "at.lied to bring that election off. 

" -•"<>•1 -r. rnot frse Peverly to Edray a distance of 54 mllee 
f lk and re.ohlnr rdray a 't> days before the election., 
ny '• el near the headwaters, of tl* Mver and 
f t-wa-ldlera. „ q mfr 0 v.,-n.d leave of absence to visit 
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?.:il3tT a: sor.s. -ere he was captured 

.T.-C. -ers Company of Confederate scout* 

captive to their headquarters st the ferm of Samuel 

£ We .'.here the Valr 'ground now Is). Shat nirht In'an 
i s 

. -r e'cace Neff was shot and killed. ’.lord of his death reached 
t ve company at Edrsy.' Capta'n Young was ir. com-ard, Captain '.alton Alien 
TJS there, too. every neraber of the company was s ?ocahonta3 Tan. It 
-id r-er. recognised as .very dangerous to send one company Into Confedera-e 
•s .-c-as and they were already apprehensive of being in the very heart 
of this county. The death of Neff impressed them further with the danrers 
of their position. Ey this tine there wae a terrible cloud hanging over 
3dr*y district, and a pitch battle was i oiinent to be fought'between 
-»r. who had grown up together, but who had been schooled for four in¬ 
tensive year in civil war. However, the polls were opened under the 
-a'< standing near the home of. William Sharp. 

tcldiara all voted irrespective of age, and many of the citizen* 
also, -he vote was solid for Lincoln. 

Aaron dtoore was chosen as messenger to take the votes into .the 
Jteiyi part of the state whore the existence of the government 
wasrficognlzed. Tjie eumuany of state guar^do proparod to 
,et *• ,»rd. It was decided best not to return to .Beverly by way 

• ' O fnow^Censca Trail), i'he return was to be made by crossing 

’ r ,t "srUn* Bottom, by Huntersville, and the Hill country, ' 

*‘h r-r:. bank to the Staunton and Parkersburg Turnpike at 

• '• • ••»r.ce across Chont fountain. I'he company reached 

- t.t > wn. thay came In sight of thw bridge they saw . 
aoldler ^ brld*s on horsebaok. When tho 

- ldl.r. h. turn.d and .-aUopsd a*--, 





W . ■ t, —• - “ "• “ ?Jck9t ca a «y *>* ** afe to give the 

/ - - t:.e northern soliiers were c*i n? . they were a small 

f . ... ,..a In a hostile country, and that they * lKht be by 

. ? minute, they decided to take to the mountains,. It turned 
:,t ■ r^ards that the soldiers at the bridge «, aot . Matlnel> but a 

: r was marine his getaway to Buchannon. 

:.-.e little way turned up Price Sun and from there climbed Bucks 
; ren tr.ey had reached the top of the mountain they ate a cold 

1-rneh and lay down to sleep without starting a fire. At daybreak they 
arched to the head of Cry Run and called at the hone of Peter Beverage, ' 
a Talon oar. and obtained food. Then they went to’the hose of William 
Beverage, a Confederate sympathiser. These two Beverages were brothers. 

At mils- Beverages they took a hive of honey am prepared for the noon 
Jay real. •' 

r-»-.r; = c, the Confederates -were laying a plan to capture 
*®^5witr». Captain J. C. ay, holding e commission as captain 
-a:y, with authority to guard the border, r masoned hlo 

-I all Confederate soldiers hone on' furlough to his home.'Ufa 
lt “ihcer.s Lane was trade up of about half scouts and half regular 
• -'.•f v.-e *,»> furlough. ' 

rey and Adam Reiger of Stony Bottom were among the furlough 'soldier 
• ihey arrived at Cay'e late the evening of the election, -'ext 
•"« dayllrht they wero on the troll of the union soldiers. They 
B*-ero.-ea Just In tlrre to see the Tnlon -«n In the 

l * » . . 

. nc 0 -d er to fir* - « olley let o'f. 

•hleh was a scat orlng of blue coats for shelter, ^ome went 

. t 

’* r r iJdt of th# hollow# 50=0 went down ->»incens 

■ \ • c end *»=• to the iciioll where 

“ aetieel he >e now rtar.de, ’ say tetrle. 



. ra " “P tne hillside, end 

-''- 3 he wcmla havo Se *° Allied had he not been In oItiz--ie 
. .. r }<■ bf'-'t to shoot no one not in uniform. 

- about the first fire, 3ernard Sharp, a son of William Sharp, 

. r* ally wounded. He was shot through both hips,, ~odfrey.Geiger 
, .if carrySn; an army'gun called e musketoon, which took'paper 

r. -e took aim at Capt. Young who was hiding in a passage between 
t . s rarts of the i^incan house. Young afterwards said that the bullet 
ca . .Tjt the clothes across hla chest. The two little armies continued 
«- lr€ at each other for about one and one half hours, neither side 
a charge. 

The Union soldiers gradually withdrew end made their way in little 
...jiii to Beverly taking with them the election returns. 

c.r-n the Confederates found the Union had left the olace, they 
care d .-uncans carried Bernard ^harp to Henry Duncan's house. 

*-.i for a lector and what tjiey could for him but ha died In a 
'tb»r "nlon so.ldirrs seriously wounded, were John Armstrong. 
ff«*t iaiLn, John E. Adklyson", -Mil I am Kennison, James Rodgers, and 
' — Who was shot In the mouth. KcClure under the shadow of Red 

e*le !. They .era Liken care of by the VcClure family. The.-e 
**• • -'t n the Confederate side. 

*f ter the battle the Confederates took a bee hive’ from Henry Duncans 
•1 it to *111 iam Be erage* to replace the one taken by the 

»«. There ee. ... been no cease other tlin Danc«-...s for 


■, n the Confedera ▼ • 


jeehontes =>«n 


■ho took part In 



Confederates - 



'sprain - . C. r-Qy 

Privates- Janes Shannon • 

Jacob SlsBuon* 
yicbeai Jlllarton 
Godfrey Gelper 

v Aden C-oigor" 

Azri “hlte" 

Pan Wilts 
Charles Moore 
Vsthloe Voore 
Jares ' cLouphiIn 
'eor-e KcLaurhlln 
Charles Jackson 
Jacob Beverage 
E Harvey Lindsey 
'oorge Pinrc-Trt 
. Hires Donaon__ 

: o - ubt tfcit list Is far froa conplet 
a a battle it does, not rank hif 


‘''-O other than it haw a. dire at. 1 

ad ttw. 

• be Ctironolory of Events 


me national issue to bo 
r on the election of Lincoln 


. r".ay , Koveaber ■ 4,-1864 | 

•ate Troopa arrived at 


- . killed. 


. .••-•a» *! - ber R. 1864 

Hart lor held at 'dray 


- ~r t, 1964 
rena lane 


- . 1M4 -at 
l. .-d-«e r 


clue 


Betti* 









7h»re use to W a covered bridge at Karlins Bottoc (Sfarlinton) across the Green brier 

River. Thie **• ore of the bridges that case through the Ciril ffar. Araiee carched back 

tr.i forth over thie bridge and it figured in battles ard retreats, but as it happened, 

* 

n«»«r tut once ... an atterpt cede to deetroy it an that time lire. Margaret Pooga Price 
■■a itlf to acetter the fire. That waa during OerilX'e raid. 

Taara aft*r tha war, Andrew Price a aw an. old Confederate aoldier, Jaaca Schiel.r of 
Jraaetri.r County ..coining tha walla of th. bridge. He aaid that he w u looking for the 
leephalee he had ueed during the war. • 

So far a. i, know, th.ra ... but on. tin. that they h.d . battl. „„ 0 r Uarlin. But lens, 
,k “ fh “ f0r “ nth * * f0rtlfied Th. local poopla on eith.r .ide did not und.r- 

*a. th. eoatrow.ray ... about, All th.y kn.i ... that th.r. wen. .oldiora , t8tion . d 
•• - bridge .ndjy.dd.nly the bottoc we., full of blua-oct., „ 4 that tfc.r.waa .ueh ' 
-.f.lryTc barging, that th.'donfederat.. r.tre.t.d ard th. Tank... went ..ay 

. f . " 7“ B ' , ' 0fr ‘ tt “ t,Ui ’"“* b ° Ut U 1 thought I had 

’ lth ' 11 th °" bU " et ' fiYln£ “ «■ “ •«— Uk* Oizcard 

lh ‘ T ‘ rk "' ,nd coBf,3,ri1 " th - b ° u -*«■ — «»..... 

*■ • -r. ,od r ° r ■ poc ‘’ ,,ent “ •" ,he ° bj,eti ” ° f «»«... 

•• LT" ' R ‘ llC ' Bt) ■“ 650 “ - - - yet 

Hobart C* 

*. -.‘ ‘ '* ,h * ■ U ~ r ° f mi - b * 1 "*" ^‘--..111. and Llnwood. 

• ~ at Ik. ...d af th. bridge a, Marlin. Bo,t„ .. 

‘ * ’ -■ - b. . ■ “ 4lM ‘ ‘ **• • V-r. .A. aad. into a T.a 





m • .Vi’.:. that .inter the 25th Ohio — «=p.d end 1th the* «• . 

W , tr Hiirox .« in command of the fore, ltd ror.eaivad e plan to lot Bajor 

I t ,. r Ht . * eta. to 1«1 o email .ray into th. Sre.nbrier T.U.y by ny of Bid 
r cf Jj t Rit ,r to r.rlin. Bottos. It heving boa about too ..ok. sin*. ho had found 
} th. a-p.r rood blocked* Top Allogheney. 

j,b.t«r .ntvrod upon hi. conpaign 1th enthuriesa «nd h. .a.cuted, ord.r. «ith no.t- 
rf „ and dispatch. Hi. little a ray ... nede up of <00 .oldier. front hi. owl regiment. 

P:,, -arched by the Elkwater fort and there ho picked up 300 men from the Second Wait Vir- 
j;-i., Mid «i Ur-wood h. ... Joined by 38 of drecken'e Cavalry-nan. He hod loaded up hie 
Kfon. end th. eray of 738 aen coved eouth into the country of th. cneay. He left 
Better. villa December 31, 1861On the - evening of Jen. 2, 1862 he reached the place .here 


Creeled fork of Elk turn, to encircle the upper branch of th. Oeul.y R. There they 


ft-id the tlaber tarried, cut into th. tarrtv ’defile the fall before .ben Lee'a army *ith- 


tr-v free - - e enters of th. Elk to the ..ter. of the Greenbrier. The trees .ere all cut 
- -a than a ail.. It .a. iapoaaibl. to get hi. .agone through without losing too auoh 
■•■=". he left thoc there .1th fifty aen to guard the..' He took the path to the left 

J 

•- .id. of th. blockade and he cliabed the mountain .arly in the morning of Jan. 

». Mil. . 

S.bet.r got to the top of Elk fountain on the Gay place he could look do.n the 
tf .o. Creanbrler and ... th. t.nt. of th. etopeny .ho bad .tarted to Inter on th. 
<- that (art .r fnrlinton now occupied by the Union Tanning Co. Anothor company 

* -a rup-d dom tha riv.r on tKo not aido where the old Prloo Placo ie. 

‘ ■ tow a, fortified agalnat invasion from tha north. Tha old road came up a 

-■> drojcad don to the bridge haad. On top cf thi, hill . c . nnon . x f . rt 
*“ ,MU “ 00 th * ot ‘b. riv.r on th. hank a trench of 

*■*» “ f **» 11 aa^ th * Tanner*-W of tenvaant hou..., „th 
th. -on tapped lh . fr „ lh , „ rll . fonl ThH> fQrts _ . 

th# l.rri-l ta f nr _ 

. ,UM * •* OVt 460 ade th. read . 


»• i daw. in 


thrngh th. !»,», 


'»W- ct Ednay. 






F Ml* tc the rebel settlement of -jitHtj Ho:ton. At the 1 ■ utt ° r :tori - u 
( , ei long enough to sent a squad of cevelry eproce the river, end they gel.oped 

lh , ,..t b»nk of the river end to the Hunterswille rood firing end ecting outrageous 
tttreot attention while -ebotere infantry case on down the west of the road. The cevel- 
^ c; «ieg in behind the Confederates coused then to stespede. Uoet of them cade across the 
V Iriije 10 the west and fled into the woods.< This engagement while a very noisy one resulted 
■ ; t BO lost by death or wounding on either aide. All they lost was their wind. It herdly 

aliei the advance of the v,a ar .i,. They crossed the bridge and advanced on to Huntersvllb 
driving before them eons mounted Confederetee. Huntersvillo hod aeon oosa big armies dur- 
ieg the ,ear of 1861, and when Lea left everything in charge of Loring, the Confederates 
mie Huntersville their headquarters for ell their ectivitiee in thle part of th# country. 

■ebeter hod loft Captain Johnson with 50 son to guard the wagone at the barricade on 
•lbs. tow he left Captain lillieao. with SO men to guard Creenbrier Bridge. 

then tebeter arrived at the ford of Knopps Creek, near the home of Joe H. Buzserd, he 
fevri the Confederate cavalry on the oouth aide of the creek in a level field, their line 
nteedlng up end over a hilly opur that tutted out into the field. Vebetor sent a dstach- 


'■il up the sour tain to turn the confederate's right while the rest of hie dommand nmrehed 
-pen tleir front end firing bocom- general on both sides. But the confederates seeing that 
tele rale were encircling them fell back and formed a new line of bottle on Cummings 
a,r Huntersville. The picket coming in from h'arline Bottom had reported the Federal 

to te stout 5000 nen. 

'•teter crossed the creek at Buisarde, topped the little spur end finding that the 
• :, r»tee sen In battle line on Cumnlnge Creek aant two cospnnlee to hiw right through 
’ “ 4 ,h * Brocken Cavalry to the left toward the creek. The reet of the troope 

• forwert. After eons firing the Confederetee mounted their horses and retreated 
’ «a the fed.rale entered Kunt.r.viU. th. federal, entered Hunt.r.will. on th. 

J1- Confederetee left b, the ...t eide. »h.n Sehet.r arched into ilunterowille 

.....1 ... 11wing there. The courthouee. jail. .tore, a* houe- 
W "** too ’ ,, °” ,0 t, ‘-' lh * «~»ty eeet and largest town ... 

' ’* ' “ U “*' " l " th ‘* e°edition for meet of l he a.r, and the 

>W .h.n«b f . r , „ 4 lh . houaaa ..... . bu ,^_ 


*<— 


i.40 




„ doore l*f* swinging. at old timer laid that Huntereville which had tewn 

F,., even* Of *0 ““ ch •ooial lift and gayety be cam. or.* of -ha dreorioat sighte ha had <’•’ 

,t*h. 

■ha people had abandoned lb* town because they had taan told by the Confederate* that 
If they ware beaten the Foderala would burn the toen. Ihen the town wee captured Jan 3, 
1SS2, large etore* of army auppllea were found atored there. There wore 350 barrel* of 
flour, 150,000 pounde of beef, 30,000 pounds of Bait and large ^uantitie* of sugar, coffee, 
rice, bacon end clSthing. Hot being able to noae anything fire was set to the etore* and 
they ware destroyed. The Confederate* had fallen beck to icnterey Va. The Federal loea 
au one ran ehot in the arm. The Confederate* lose wa* one can killed and ? wounded. The 
Busbar of Confederate* engaged was about 400 regular cavalrymen, and a everal hundred cit- 
ln “ recruited the day before, and' two companies of infantry. In the meantime, at Camp 
Baldwin on th* Allagheney, Sen. Sdaerd Johnson, was rilled with apprehension. Hie scout* 
bed reported th* forward movement of the Federal* to be about 5,000 men and Johneon thought 
they would circle around by Huntereville, Froet, end Creb Bottom and attack him from his 
beta at l'onterey. 

*“t h,,ln e destroyed th* confederate auppliee at Huntereville Webster turned and 
we-’ched hi. men beck to hi. wagons ihat night in the driving rain, having fought two en- 
W *“t. * nd “rched eom.thing lit. 28 miles on foot. Thet was a big day* work. It 
'’■** “* “ 1 on.-half hour, to drive th. Confederate, a mile, end he was in Hunter.vill. 

~.n destroying euppllae. 

1‘ wa. n. eondar th. local peopl. did not ur.deretand the movament. for even th. Con- 

ili n0t k "°* * h,t h *FF ,nil ’* ‘o them. I.b.ter. r.turn from Hunt- 
/ .what th^, h.d not count.d on. Thy want .on th. bn.i. that a tig >rBy 

’’’ ' •‘ P * C ** 4 “ *° “ rCh “ t# "Ulboro. „ r Uonterey. But 


" federal ana, -rchtng ao J.unty with -.hair yound cormander had 


* f,rt,>,f l»to the stronghold* of the Conf.de 


no notion of 


.. ■ W ” lh,n •toy Union army h.d 

■> -. - Abater had ...pt the country clean *. h . .... , lons . 

•'•J aith auch aeatasaa and dispatch. 
u 4. l*aj 


aay *er* baek In th.lr old 



he.d,..rt.,a at Huttonavill.. yt 

‘•-a ar set there and bach ngu. 




Ms r«r. *nd horses ir.tect, having carried Tire ari ssord ir.to a ha*.--* c= J 

. .. r rhcd 1=4 4» » J * d ‘l r '- 

threw e -scare into the Confederatee that cade their linee quiver iron Hunterev.i 
llceJ.eetvr end froo Top Alieghanay to Staunton. 

Seoul! rod* hcodlong in every direction cirrying dSepatchea. They eeea to hove 
... etrength of the Federal eray ae being S,000 nan ineteod of the 738 that It actuell 
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Tho bettl# of Top Allegheney wne fought in Fooehoctes county on 
Itoeaber IS, 3861 between the foroes of the Union under *Generel F. H. 
yilroy, end the force* of the confederate* under General W. W. Loring. 
Cel. Tchrard John*on cosaanding. 

The two conpanie* had carped within sight of each other sinoe July 
12, 1861 the day the Federal* had occupied TThites Top of Cheat. For 
fire souths they had watched each others canp fires rise. During thi* 
fir* aonth* they had fought the battle at Travelers Fepose on Cot. 3 
and had alio had another skemiih at thi* sane plaoe on Oot. 31, 1861. 
Soth tires the Federal* had been driven back to their canp on Cheat 
Fountain. 


There had been other ninor skendehee throughout th» «unm*r and 
*b» federal oiuap m known officially • « Cuzp Cheat ITountain 
:—*• Confederate cup we* known ac Canp Baldwin, In honor of 

• confident* eeldl.r nf that nenw. £e*.e.en thoco two ocutpe nr r.i-p 
• rtow it TraTaler* ropose. Ihw Confederate* had rede a winter canp 
oa top Alleghoney Vontain by ereoting log cabin*. 

*» * lon E ‘ho road now you can lea pile* of atom at regular 
'••real* ohleb ropreaont the chlmnay* of the cablra. You can tee the 
r * r *** fortlfloatlcni on Allegheney alto at Cheat and Bartow. 

T of AlloghoMy it o olDd-rw.pt paaturo land, and the pike Ilea 
' all.i through thla loool table-land. In asking th# attack, 
•'•ralt had to ollab Up tho aid* of tho nountaln and fight on 

"* *»» •* tkt* tabl.-lond. 

** * *• >*»*• found Coaj tart on at Trooolors 

• ••Mod, hot B. I. Boat of th* Hnd TlrfUUa lad baaa 

'**'“•* t. «W« „!.» loa r.r. .» anfe.,.4. 0B th , 

•• ‘•to*., l.rtu aaa Hit.., 



U.I.- V 1 CJ.'-- 


*>,M the Frdcrals cane op, Ross Hi Ms nan fired on then and killed 
10 end Hounded ■ nunter of other*. The Federelt advanced in greet force 
>B d Koee »ee forced to retreat. He reached Camp Baldwin that night. 

Aehroie Blame irae with the Federal*. He eaya they carohed all day 
d 0 *n Cheat Mountain and all nigh up Allegheney Mountain. That the firing 
at the foot of the mountain haolted then for a tine, but after the 
Confederate! retreatod they reached Traxelerl Hepoi*. There they divided. 
About half of then rarehed doen the road toward Greenback and turned et 
the Uriah Keavener fara and climbed the road that le still used as a 
ehort out between Saulsbury Run and Euffalo Run. The other half conti¬ 
nued up the pike. 

As the battle was scheduled to begin before day break those killed 
at Bartow were not buried but laid on tb* upper elde of tho road and 
covered aith blankets. As the soldiers passed that way amny of than 
stopped to see if they could recognise a friend among the dead. 

The next day as they returned fron the battle ground defeated and 
apprcaohed the pleoe where the doed lay It seoned they had moved and 
cast aside their covering. But upon Investigation they found a drove 
of hoga had bean at the bodies and oaten the feoes off the deed. 

The hoge were killed and tk# dead burled."This scans le described In 
lecnoolestlo Memoriae of the Civil Kar-Amfcroee Bierce". 

*hen the turnpike gate to within e mile of the top of thi* rounteln. 

It aakss a sharp turn to the south and fron there It climbs gently to 
■“» top eMr* It passes a church. The Federal any lift the pike at this 
•urve allnhed directly up the hillside hoping to get. behind the oamr. 
*"* there a. r . pickets out sod the camp was sl.rmed by their ehet* around 
« o'clock *Ut eornlag. The Confederates aarched several oompanla. out 

,V * »e*erals ee they earn* et the top. The Federal* waited la the 
“** of the fewest uetll a«r daylight end then aarched Into the open 
fl.U end IU. ,U firing general. 




r 


-s- 


Tho Confederate line swung beak and forward, and at one stage of ’-be 
battle their right flank wai driven to take eholter in their log cablne. 

There wae righting all over the top until cid afternoon. The half of the 
, raj- which liad aaung to the aouth and aaa advancing up the oreat of Buffalo 
Fidge failed in lta purpoee of aurprialng the camp. On that side of the 
rasp there were trenohee prepared to guard both roade and there wae aleo 
tone good artillery. 

Tt.eee tranche* were full.of eoldlera prepared for an enorgeney. 

However, when the Federal, fir.t appeared. Captain Anderson of the Lee 
Hattery thought it waa a band of piokete being driven in. Be aprang 
upon the eide of tho trenoh and oalled to then to hurry up and get in¬ 
to the trenohe*. Ee wae inatantly .hot and killed. 

Finally about mid afternoon a retreat mi Bounded and the Federal 
ir-j nade lta way hack to carp Cheat fountain. The Confederatee reported 
teat 1,200 Confederates had repulsed an arty of SOOO men. Ihat it was a great 
battle and a great victory. 

The Federal! reported that they had 1,760 men and the Confederatee had 
2.500. and that it waa a reconnaissance in force. J. F. Benjamin, Seo. of 
tar, wrote that Presdent Jefferson Ihvia having been informed of the valor 
of Col. tdwmrd Johnson in repulsing a vastly superior force waa muoh gratified 
at the ana 0 f .ueoe.a, and had made him a brigadier general. 

Tie le.ae. of the battle werei Federal-deed 20, wounded 107, milling 
». total 1*7. 

confederate- dead 20, wounded 98, wining 28, total 146. After thie 
«'Me tie treopa «er.tlnto winter quarter,, and there wae no more righting 
'*We Staunton and farbereburg turnpike that winter. 

From - W. Va. Blue Book 1928 
. By, Andrew Price. 

• *»dl «4 te tie old tine re who have heard relative, tell about their 

- «•» •* -T *n the Allegheany, they n.r. about to .1^., 



CIVIL WAR 




]. c .tu;nlir. 


5cy VoPeters says he has heard hl« unole J. Kartin tell hew they went out 
ones end killed e eheep belonging to 1 Beer by farmer. That they were 10 
hungry that they ete It when only half cooked and then fought over the 
■kin . At another time they broke Into a oellar where a wesmn had her ox 
hid. They out ite throat and took the meet baok to carq>. 

Ambrose Bierce telle of hunting bear on Cheat fountain when the enow 
ne up to Me area. Whether ha hunted for pleasure or to obtain food I 
do not know. Also I've been told by Lee Ervin, who had several uncles from 
Beth Co. In Camp Baldwin, that the reason they were so well prepared to 
repulse this federal arny was because they oould eee them as they marched 
**ok Allegheney and knew they were coming for an nttaok. Therefore, 
had all in readiness. 





// 
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HATTIES OF HILL POINT UCO 

dhoof wnmn 

: n 5ot<B1 b«- 1 B 63 there do Confed.r.t. force, of any .i.e anyxh.re in 
Virginia except In the Greenbrier Valley. That «s held by the Conf.darates 
fror. it* heed to it. foot, con* 17C nilet, by bata-.an four end fire thou.end eoldier.. 
ercteetini Virginia fror. attack fron the vast. 

General telly, in oor-rer.d of the department o< '••eat Virginia, cere onlere to 
Gtnirsl nverlll et noverly end uer.erel Ouffje et Oeuley bridge to send arialee to reel 
S’. Levisburg end drive the Confederetcs out of the Greenbrier Velley. 

Arerill oere Into Pocahontas by the Steunton end Psrkersburg Turnpike end turned 
I- et Travelers Sepoee. At that tir.c the Confederate troops rare stationed as 
fcllovsi At Slade Hill in the upper part of the county -sas Captain K. L. Ho Keel' e Co., 
k“. Captain J. T.. "ershell irms in charge of a detachment watching the liarlins 

r. and Huttonarille Turnpike; Col. T5. 15. Arnett had a regiment at HarlinB Bottom in 
c -'ortable log houses getting reedy to winter there; Colonel W. L. Jackson had the 
xala part of his reginent tha 19th Virginia Cavalry at Hill Point; Col. Vi. P. Thompson 
•> easy rlth s part of his regiment on an expedition to Nicholas County and had 
f«-_«e as far aa Cold Knob in Greenbrier Co., Goa. Echols had the rain part of the 
traepa et LnUhrc. 

cCeel'i Co., at Glada Hill discovered the Adv.nce of Averill and lent a 

to «r» Arnett at Urllna not to. of U.a advance. to.M swiftly. „d 

l t •~ r “ r “» aurpriaeu tn. Confederate, in t.’.ir 

• .*. a. It ... «... ur.ael koldl.r. got loo olos. and four nr. captured, and John 
■" bars, ttot m he tot . brok™ i. £ ou t or it.'Th. «i n of 

** .ff and tivy ..c.p.d », r oin, „ r Galford. Creek and crns.inf 
• • T •v.Uln. to U. ..l.r. of Cr.sk. 


c«. a*. 


r 




.. t r Ull f®»»‘ - P«*»<‘ inS “ Cout,v 


cot his ton out of Lsrlina hotter. by the susa of his tooth *• it »«s • 
.... hers. toldlor (c.vslry-a) to *.11 C.pfin VaPsh.ll at Edr.y that ho was 
r to S.rrio.do tv. rood on Trio. Hill, or-d for hi= to arch the took way and eor.e 
u rood oa top of Prioe Hill. Arnett out a lot of trees across the Prioe Hill 
-ood and due sore of the road away oa that sliding hillsido. Th. exciting days for 
tM, c- J=ty were Wednesday ,Kot. 4, Thursday Sow. 5th; and Friday Nov. 6, 1863. 

71 ,- :t ws* that tha biggect battle ersr fought in Pocahontas ooourred. Arnatt left 
tarllai Sottoc at sun down oa Aednesday and Col. Ohley nooed into hie deserted log 
cabins at dusk. 

Thera was only one road between h’arlins Sottoc and Ulll Point, and ATerlll with 
his aicy at Huntersville had laid a plan to capture Araett'o forces by sending Ohley 
den the pike to get Arnett started south while Col. Harris cored his foroes down 
heoTcr Creek to get ahead of hia and bloox the road at Larv’n ehapel wiiere the two 
rsess Ui.;te. This plan woulu here suocecded Out for Col. h. P.lnocp6on wno had bean 
r •sailed fron Cold knob with hia cavalry and wae unsaddling at hit old oacp on tha 
" -• falliion fare when Jackson's couriar roda up and told hia to hold the heaver 
”*‘ r “ d ' ■fhorpton imediately went to Beaver Creak, and spent tha evening cutting 
ser;ss tha road. He fell back firing as he went. This delayed the Federal 
*f*r to suet an extant that Arnatt got by. 

tM. aspaditioa, Averill had with hia .one signal experts. It was arranged 
•• »• tala corps would stay at Huntersville, while others went on to aarvin 

- •»*. .-Of. they ..r. to .and up rookat. to oormunic.t. the position and success of 
-1. fcorla sad hi. troop,. 

*•“ U «- »«P * Mil at Huntersville to ob.arve th. aignala 
‘ —» « troop, to-ra.ort. It «. arranged that th. rssM.^.. 

• • P. *. and v.rrltt -Had on top of th. k»„h to 


. . ‘• rr; “ "“- 1 « ‘“P T th. knob until 10 P. M. and 

. . “ —' 1 W “ ** h» JS uart„a. It ..fears. a r g.ar.d that 

**!,*** "* ““ “ " “* "“ ,l * **“ 11 »■ *“ •«- tv.y war. n« ob- 

“ • *■***** .th- r«. against tv. a*y. They' 
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..,,, C f MU Point - Jco.her.cas County 

rl ,-f i new departure in mountain warfare. Ihocrson ml his blockading 

, >»: interfered with the carch so nuoh thst the arry was three hours l»te- 

- . ,}- • r. 6, 1853. T.*ms fill Point dey. fill Point has never beer, riven the 

for tVe baptist- by fire that are had that day because what occurred nett day 

Orccf fountain, five silei south, has overshadowed it to such a treat extent. 

JV..J «aa enough powder burned that day at fill Point to fight a great battle. The 

'eieral arniaa were at Stephen Hale Hun and on the hill between that run and fill 
* 

Joint. The Confederates forced a battle line along the tanka of Steeping Creek for a 

ni’r er core, eni their artillery was on the hill just aouth of fill Point. Hhen then 

t 

guni began to thunder it occurred to Jackson that his battle line was just the right 
distance free, the f ederal batteries to be in range of grape 6hot and he withdrew his 
any by having then slip silently up the stroec until thoy wore hid by the bend of the 
rconttin, and ha took then out by the flint pite noor Toe Boordo. hnving gotten his 
treejs under way, he looked up to the long acootn aum.lt of uroop fountain and ueuided 
to tala tis stand thore. oy nightfall he aejs in oacp ou the crest looking down on the 
‘ 1 -iri; «-r ■ >s they kindled their fires in the broad fields of the Little Lovele. 

•••st Thursday the Federal troopset L'srlina bottom not word to cut out the 
-n\. ,-d - CT , on to '-ill Point. Before they left, they burned the log csbin* the 
* ’•'••••-*« had planned to winter in. 

•t • uradey, too. General Echols at Lewis'ourg heard that Gen. Duffle with an 

h-- froa Gaulay Bridge, and Averill was ooning from Beverly, so ho got 
weet on the kldlend Troll to hold ihiffie. He coved the re- 
er«y t* loeehontae. That dey he rarehed hie con fourteen dies and went 
; ' lBf ■'"** Th * serar.geaente ..re to r.lnfore# .’aokson who wae to fell 
bet..}, ee«l« join I - . . Might, was sage rat reeelvad By Echols that the 

’" W" thsy bad thought at firet, and that thara would be 

• test (ay ca ley of VauaUia. 

' " HI c al«»t w sin S.L., 

, w *• '*• a®* tie leroee tu-iar nay at two o'sioet and 

-JUUM asaa a'elaes that a. . • was a rauord earch. 
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urucun, »• 


_ . #t — # r ncmtain roads, tut whan thsy cars back tbat ss-e night they cade 
, t *- a>Tan hours. These rountain sea parched 56 dies 5a 42 hours, sad had 
T hours fighting a battle. They oarer eeea hesitated shea they reached 
for Ditffls ns due there that Doming. 

G- irx cay t-rnin lior, 6, 1663 tehols, aroet-t and terslali also Jacason end 
* 

7 , Icfcels corranding, with an army of around 5000 soldiera were encamped at 

• w « f: * cf the rountain. 2* w«» in plain sight of the Confederate* on the mountain 
ar.d St *w* ii-poasible to march up the mountain ar>i attack from the front without being 
*ee=. Therefore, he aent Col. Augustus ilocre, of the 28th Ohio Regiment, and Col. 

?. 11. Sarria, of the 10th ^eit Virginia, to rake a flanking movement and attack 
tia Ccnfeierataa from the rear. Averill made gestures cf attack from the front 
While - ere and Harris with about 1000 soldi or a went over the mountain and through 
'-■« woods to attack in the rear. 

cf ca have grown up with the idea that the Confederate*! neglected to guard 
le. *. flank and that they were taken by aurprlae, but a atudy of the official 
on both sides do not bear out that theory. It sees* that no laaa than 
1 - ' rare sect sgelnst this attack sad that they fought a long snd blocdy 

' " stout a nils through ths thick forest sod underbrush on top of the 
- —'-sin. - snot is e~re, insteso of belnj surprisca-by th. flsnnin- norccoot, 

• UK.fM.rsi. soldier flr»d the first shot. This soldier said, *Be sera ly^n* In th. 

" •• ’lor for th. r*dsrals to sdrsneo sod the first we as* of thsn was when 
*' Omi Ms hssd osar a rail fnoi. This was ths first soldier klll*d at 
* ‘ • *f t^uop fountain. 

" S.,, ...t Ccnf.dsratss r.l.sd st thU f«o. , n d r our.d . dsr.st.Ua* 




'ill sss ths srltleal 


nt, had his 


broksn st this 


hMo lost. Th. s.r. oerrandsd to 11. down, snd 


Col. ‘-arris' 0 rs t U.pl 


hu sad tiny ssnt forward rijbtla* 

■ lisltl Mil star, tho reb.l 
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, » n* la the Ultcca ■> the fight »« nt on in the vast af the 


>. "• • --federate eemrander Echols knew of the importance of that movement. 

, .. ■ iarahell' * ferceo la there first. It was reinforced by Cel. 

7 rorc companies of the sane regiment. Then the £3rd Virginia 
;■ *1:res ordered into the woods on the extreme left to support Thompson. 

Then Scl. Gibson with four companies of the 14th Virginia Cavalry (Cochran's 
reiireat) sere ordered into the woods where the fighting was heaviest. And 
finally a pic.-ed body of troops from three companies of the 22nd, including Cept. 
Janes ic.-«ili's Nicholas clues, were plaoed unoer bapt. John a. Thonpson and they 
•-! -nto the fatal woods and by a desperate charge actually stopped the advance 
but the nest asve went over ti es. 

\ 

Averin rarched up the mountain from the front when he deteoted the fighting 
:c *.h« re*-. " «r his nen reeohed the top of the mountain tie Confederate foroes 
treat ene ran. The federale fought a stem chaaa battle with them for houre. 

Those Who have cade a study of troop movements which culminated in the Settle 
ef ireep v- -itain eay that General Echols had no time to stay end fight it out with 
*’«ril'. V. •- he Vn«w enothar Union wrey was coming to Cut off hiO rear by Way of 
2»lst-rr. Ee was in a trap and it was up to him to got hia army out bsfore It 
"•-is :« ipc,. 


■•t was a far acre reaching vlotory than lha'siehr.ond govamr.ent was willing to 
ftv it was the laet stand in a way that the Confederates made in C elt Virginia. 
■ • r '* ■ ‘ ;c« t — well down to Dublin, and no rebel aray was assembled here 

• •■ *. This aas tr.e turning polut of tha war so far as tha mountains‘..r. 


•• f«H>t by treop. frs- tte two Virginias with on. resist each fro. 

: ? "-ajl~»ta. It trots tha re-er of the Confedorst., end determined the 
•••tarw tart at Virginia. 

„ * ‘ **’* U «■* only trophy the iMwtll could bca.t of was th. 

™* ,M *»“ “* » tw.iv. pound howl tsar cr sllag and was 

• ' «• C -MMS ^wy. Vet It had teen iajured in . u*„l. 
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It 1 . 




' / of till J'oSot - S-oo»!.oat»s 




Su ;;:._- SprinfS the “-ntr before, and sinoe it could cot to osed it buried 
• nd r lc- relied over the piece to hide it. So Ter »s it Vaovn tbit cannon woe 
•ever ft. though it is believed to be buried on the HcCoy lend* 

Captain John Johnson lost an eye in this battle. It was his third wound. He 
tt»s mentioned in the dispatches for his bravery and courage. He said that it was 
the hottest fire he ever experiences. Captain Marshall and Captain Hutton, also 
Leiut. John G. beard of Boc&honias County received honorable mention in the 
dispatches. 

As the Federal arry returned over the Seneca Trail to Beverly they were fired 
upon by a troop of about 60 coafecerate soldiers near the top of Elk fountain. Bus*- 
Whoever* these soldiers wore; oelled. (Price, history of focehontes). 

it was here that Colonel Cochran ol Virginia r-ac hia famous escape, ne was 
in tr.ts poser of a sijuad of union soldiers. *W.m as^ea Wuy /.e did not 
surrender he said, "if they had said, "Col. surrender!" 1 would have dene soj but they 

yelled, "Stop you --red headed son of a gun!" and I would not accomodate anyone 

t\o s.uld use such language to sic* 

AveneU'g full nar.e was 

Gillian Tioods Averlll 

found his r.are spelled Averil, and Averell, but 1 ball are Averill is correct. 

“ais ra*«rial was taken fron 1928 Vft. Blue Book. History of Fooahoatas, 

K '* etas 7l»et Sov. Id. 1935. 








buttle of 


and at liarllnton and from Stephen Hole Run, that Tr.oz.p60n hno 

trap. 

• il roved hie Hur.terovlllc arny down Bearer Creek, Thursday, 
s ** »• and reaching Ulll Point at 8 a. n. He had ordered 
. c . : . 0 r u,e Bnrllnton arcy to out out the barricade on 

—at tUi Point, and both winfce of the army arrived 
"" . l »~® tine. The effect of this waa to i-ut the Cor.- 

a.-.- they retired frw» the plain* around Hllleboro to 
;, ‘S that town, and erected cxbaakaenie and rortiri- 
- the mountain overlooklns the bevele where the pike 
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•- vii-'-l" 1 * Derrick 't BRttkUlon*• rlr .t 

rs-i. 

. frCorcl force was conpoeed of the 14ti P l^® r J”gi^ii*I^f»ntrT, 

IT ,-as=r-sLj&=^ja Iff 

lc :;.-v--:ter. lew, Oeoer . 1 Awrell^ra c marched fron Kanawha. 

ss“ 

Duffle had 6»t there at 10 ff. a. 

^SS^iB^SSSSSss. 

T-cy reached Huntersville on Wednesday at noon, and there Averell 
. ,.-■ . vcol. K. Taoapoon. -U* .the i*th Virginia Cavalry, was at 
S-IT, =• at -the. Grventrter, Bridge.. ;'Averall-.cent the Wth Penneyl- 

-^•c ’av^lrv mi. the Srd West Virginia Kountea Infantry down Beaver Crock 
13 rort the river eight miles tftXznxU. opjit-h. jji'-^nrllnton tojeut off 

- at Stephen Hoii. :Run on the Uarlln-bewtebura TurnplH, and sent the 

.-c -.a Vei-t Virginia aour.ted infantry to Karllnton with Ewing’s Battery. 

- -c:or. »: ;:vhendlr.g hie danger, left In a hurry and cut a barricade of 
—ncree- the pike on Price Hill, a mile or so distant fron the triage, 
a-i ..il the federal/ forcea to the pike at Stephen Hole Run and Joined up 
i'.-’the cc'.reoeratc troops in the Levels and there turned and stopped the 

. W-cr. -..re was son. cannon firing that day across the valley of Stamping 
■ ,t Dill Point. Averell, at Huntersville, got weru In the night tine 
_ at Karllnton end from Stephen Hole Run, that Thompson hoc 
e«c*r*d the trap. 

*7-:-il coved klo Huntersville army down Beaver Creek, Thursday, 
and reaching Kill Point at 8 a. m. He had ordered 
. ir. cuarge of the Pari in ton army to cut out the barricade on 
-i.l on: join tla ut Kill Point, and Uith wings of the angy arrived 
»t . .. at the tone tine. The effect of thlB was to put the Con- 

' .. sotlon ana they retired from the plains around Hillsboro to 

' - - ting that town, and erected enbanknente and fortifl- 

■-» or the nountaln overlooking the bevels where the plks 

fcrjth. 

., ... ‘V ■--.ct the reason he did not attack on Thursday, when 

.tea In the Lovele was that he was thirty four 
' »t If he drove hie cneay forward that -aj they 
• - rr txtfaj thifne would have arrived frsa 


it all that was done was to try to go around 
• a off from the mountain, tut Jackson teat thes 

■ • to ie occupied by Averell. 





Note dated April 6th, 1934, for $ 10 , 000 . 00 , due August 
6th, 1934, and secured by a deed of trust dated October 16th, 1924, 
or. all the real estate and personal property owned by the Karl In ton 
Hotel Company. Said debt with Interest Is as follows: 

Principal $10,000.00 


Principal 

Interest from S-6-1934 to 1-1-1935 


241.64 

$10,241.64 


Your Commissioner reports that the liens of the Bank of 
Varllnton and G. C. and Georgia A. Beard are of equal dignity, both 
lelns secured by the same deed of trust, the Rockbridge National 
Bari of Lexington, Virginia, having assigned Its lien by virtue of 
•»1- deed of trust to G. C. and Georgia A. Beard. 


li?:::s of t:~~ third class. 


'AjgtgRS A 


Note dated April 14th, 1934, for $5,360.00. with a credit 
1-0 14th, 1934, and secured by a deed of trust dated 

-i, 1926. on all the real estate and personal property 
---llr.ton Hotel Company. Said debt with Interest 1* 

7 -l4-lV4a 


to 1-1-19.*'O 


$ 5 , 300.00 

_AiSUfi- 




Note dnted April Gth, 1934, for S10.0CX3.00, due August 
•jk 1934, And secured by a deed of trust dated October 16th, 1924, 
on *11 the real estate and personal property owned by the Uarllnton 
Hotel Oospany- Said debt with Interest is as follows: 

principal 810,000.00 

Interest froo ' 0 - 6-1934 to 1 - 1-1935 • • 241.64 

Total $ 10 , 241.64 

four Connlssloner reports that the liens of the Sank of 
Starllnton and 0. C. and Georgia A. Eeard are of equal dignity, both 
being secured by the sane deed of trust, the Rockbridge National 
Bank of Lexington, Virginia, having assigned its lien by virtue of 
said deed of trust to 0. C. and Georgia A. Beard. 

LIENS OF THE THIRD CLASS . 

Fabers a merchants sank of marlinton . 

Note doted April 14th, 1934, for $5,360.00, nth a credit 
of tiO.OO, cue July 14th, 1934, and secured by a deed of trust dated 
Oc.ooer 16th, 1926, on all the real estate and personal property 
c«.-.ed fey the "arllnton Hotel Company. Said debt with Interest Is 

»• follows; 

>rl-.nlj*i 

fro. 7-l,. 1M4 to 1-1-1935 


$ 5 , 300.00 

148.10 


65 . 446.10 


' : ■ .'I 



/ .-ounenced to fire or. the hatter' ee o- 

■■ •"/ ’ , « kS Placed on the left or the -’ikeV-ve^n 
■ root of Droop Mountain. Git eon's Battalllon'nnQ Ve'io^ 0 
Virginia were held In or near Hillsboro on the pike. The Sted Srd 
r »ct Virginia Regiments were placed to the right of the pike"' 
rv-. the Renick place out of Bight of the ConTeueratfs on top of the 
The 28tn Ohio Volunteer Infantry and one company of P «w 14th 
‘ nn.v-vanla. In all U75 men, were sent by the long nine mile detour 
rlg-.t by Lobelia, and while they started lone before daylight 
not rench the battle field until 1:46 p. =7 In the m'eantlso a 
leal of cannon firing had been going on. 

About nine o'clock, the Confederates announced by cheers anc by 
. -:1c. and by the display of flags, that Major General Echols hao 

tro-iekt his a ray up. This must have caused Averell sor.e appreher.alor. 

: ntleering the position he held with the Confederates holding the 
socr.taln top. He had not attacked the day before for good and sufficient 
rr:s:n. ”e shall see later how he won on this cay with the odds against 

The eonfeccratc line of position was as follows: Edgar's Battal- 
11,a or. the river road to Greenbrier. On the farmland on the brow of the 
“' •'In where '.he battle was fought wee the 22na Virginia Cavalry 19th 
•trsinla Cavalry; 20th Virginia Cavalry; i«th Virginia Cavalry; Derrick's 
Ion; Jackson's Batteries. On the Lobelia-Jacox road; Nouody. The 
to guard the road leading In from the rear costs the Confederates 
•‘•tie. At 1;45 p. n., the flanklne party arrived anc came through 
f'rleg .. they case. It Is said to have been one or the most 
and cost fearful fires that men were ever subject to. In about an 
:.nfederates were In full flight. 

»i/*nndl 

*• soon as Averell heard hie rianklng party commence to fire h. 

; -toe 2 nd, ord. and Bth regiments obliquely to the right up the' 
c "?• -:ie •’•orses had been left at the foot of the mountain They 

top of the mountain exactly on the left of the rianklno, 

. '; ' r ' advanced on the breastworks of the Confederates 
• .. ‘ cr m a few mlnuten, and the Confederate army in full 

losses on both oldeo woo heavy. u 
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• r ■ - - '* *" * - ■!_ - Incidents in Battle of Droop Uountain. 

Tne -,roop i-ountain Pettier!eld Connlsslon hea tried to 
car's the position of the different units and by actual survey 
and measurements, that the i arkers which they hove planted 
and the maps which they have prepared, nay be a sure guide to 
t :e publlo, and the descendants of the soldiers that fought 
the battle, and point to the very spot where their fathers 
stood in the greatest battle ever fought on ..est Virginia soil. 

hi1ton Butoner, who was Jackson's courier, carried 
the last order mat his ohief gave. The order was to Col. 
Derrick, and read, "Fall book to pike, west of artillery." 

delivered the dispatch but his horse was killed and he its 
captured, but cade his escape. 

• hjor heater, who commanded the 46th 3etallion was in 
’ at of ' fc ® 26t h Ohio. He stopped their advance and they were 
--*• .-.ereupon Hester shouted to his non to stand firo for two 
itea, saying they were whipped, but before the two ainutes 
•? ths 10th eat .lrcinia coning up as Colonel itoor says 
* r«:ort, "Just in the nick of tine", turned the tide of 
■ t.d ths t.aJor found it core convenient to run than 

• tana.- 

-nout -bis time e Confederate line was reinforced by 
-r oowpeni.e „ r the hand 'lrelnie lafontry, and one conpsny 
• Mtt nr«atl Cevelry dl.counted. They poured a uoedly 

• «e fron *Mn.l a lenoe into the rente of tae 10th -eat Vlr~ 
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inln Infantry, and especially into Company F, which happened 
to be in fln exposed position, and many of its members were be- 
in- shot down, and muny wounded and some or its members began 
to fell back. Their Captain was in prison and the First 
Lieutenant was on staff duty, and the company hud but one com- 
canding officer. Lieutenant Henry Sender. John D. Baxter, the 
orderly sergeant was in advance of the company. ~t this point 
our chairman saw the condition of the company and went up to 
3exter end requested him to get back and help line up the com¬ 
pany. To this request Baxter never replied but ran up and 
sicked two or three rails off the fence and they both jumped 
over and Baxter received a mortal wound. 57. F. Morrison, 
j. 3arnett and John L. 31agg we believe were the next to 
cross the fence, and while crossing Blagg wes badly wounded 
and Barnett hed a leg shot off. Lorrison escaped unharmed, 
-•torae . ixjrrison, Biles Carr and id. D. Shaver were the next 
or -oapeny F to cross the rail fence. This occurred near the 
Cl 05 of 1118 battle. Ho braver man than J. D. Baxter ever 
«spoused a oauae or went to war. ^ few minutes later Idajor 
. or the 22 nd *irginia was mortally wounded, while trying 
’ - -ily hie tun to make another stand. lie was an officer and 
-lar-or daring and courage. 

Two moat pathetic scenes occurred at that battle; 
ft " '• * * ■<»•“« °t •oldiers waa detailed to gather 

• and sounded, end amor- the number thu. detailed 

*** J - * ort of F. loth Seat Virginia Infantry. 
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worklng in the night, end Short discovered a dead 


, M a r. and took hold of his body to remove him to the place 
.—e they *ere bringing :he dead and wounded soldiers. Ee felt 
a crooked finger on the dead soldier's hand, and the size and 
feel of the man convinced Short thet he was his brother, John. 

He, therefore, called for someone to bring a light, saying 
thet he had found his brother, and when he had the light, he 
found for a certainty that it was his brother. 

«fter the battle a young woman was observed going eraong 
the dead looking intently into the faces of each dead Confed¬ 
erate soldier. On being asked whet she was looking for she 
said, 'I am looking for George". She was the guest at the 
..oae of Colonel NcNeill. She hod recently married end was 
the wife of Captain George I. Davisson of Lewis County. George 


gone through the battle unharmed and was rar from the scene 
of toarllot when his wife was looking among the dead. 

-hlle every battle has its tragedies, yet in most every 
there la eomo nmuslng incident. James Sisler was Col. 
••c- on's brigadier quartermaster, and had charge of the trains 
’ 1 orll! “ no * supplies. He reoently related that at the close 
0 « tattle when they were on the retreat and in great con- 

h * ro,a U P lo Colonel •aokson and osked him what he 
* • Is with the wagon train, and *eokaon wild, "Damned if I 

Heler th . t h- , B(in ord#red tho toa asters to 

'*** tiMr OB the Le.l.burg pike. tie wild 

-• eonfueloD thet tu. team 6f Kobols* ordinance 
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K8gon beoame frightened, and whiiled around, breaking the tongue 
off the wagon. They then put some fence rails on tne wagon to 
set it on fire, and he said for several years after, the war, 
people would come to gather up scattered lead over the fields. 

Hamilton Higgs, a member of the 10th -est Virginia 
Infantry, is authority for the story illustrating the coolness 
of Colonel iiarris in battle end under heavy lire. 1111116 Colonel 
narris was leading his regiment into position for the final charge 
at Droop Mountain, he passed to a section so rough that he had 
dismounted and was leading his horse. A bullet from the Con- 
:ederate lines passed through tne long, red beerd then worn by 
the Colonel, cutting out a wisp. He stripped out the severed 
whiskers end as he dropped them to the ground, turned to Adjutant 
John n'arnicke and said, "John, take my horse back to the rear; 

I'm afraid he'll get shot." Then he continued to lead tne 
charge on foot. 



Prior to the Battle of Uroop Mountain there were no oon- 
1 -arable Confederate forces anywhere in West Virginia except 
lB lhe Groenbrler -hlch was held by the Confederates from 

need to it 8 foot, a distance of about one hundred seventy 
end which protected Virginia from attacks from the west. 
v!. r „ ° purpose of dislodging these Confederate forces. General 
, ,mi * h8 dlr,ct ®' 1 “»roh from Beverly, test Virginia, to 
It was while on the mereh that be met the 


enemy 
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■ t Groop Mountain. The battle was there rought on the 6th day 
of November, 1863, between the forces commended by General 
overall■ end the Confederate forces by General John Echols 
and Colones William L. Jackson. 

At a distance, it would look like common oonsent that 
the forces were to be assembled for a final test of strength. 
General Averell, with a very formidable force, left Beverly 
on *’OV. 1st, to find the enemy end give battle wherever he 
night be found. General ,iU. L. Jackson, commending a brigade 
and several other units, battalions and oonpanies, was joined 
by General Eohols on the morning of the 6th, by o splendid 
brigade of fighting men. General Averell encountered the 
Confederates in foroe at Mill Point on the morning of the 
5th, and drove them to the foot of Jroop Mountain, and there 
camped for the night. On the morning of the 6th, General 
Averell threw out a atrong skirmish line that cleared his 
front to the foot of the mountain. About 9 a. M. the 10th 
• 'fa. Inft., 28th Ohio Inft., and one compeny of the 14th 
■». Cav. end two pieces of Ewing's Battery were sent ar- 
”und on a beak rood six and one-half miles where they rormed, 

“ n4 "truck the enemy in foroe. Here is where the principal 
hardset pert of the battle was rought, end in passing 
' **» on " "“*11 plot of oleared lond, not comprising more than 
° 0 * * Br *' thirteen were killed and forty-seven were wound«d. 

M ° r bCtt " wounded died later, so If thle hettleriold govor- 
* **rly two tnouaand sores of lend end fought on by seven 







r 
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thousand determined soldiers, what would the casualty list have 
been, if the land had been cleared. Averell then formed the 
2 nd, 3rd, and 8th >.est Va. lu ounted Infantry, with a portion of 
the 14th Pa. Cavalry in line of battle, who succeeded in driv¬ 
ing the Confederate forces, composed of the 22nd Virginia Inft. 
and 19th Va. Cav. and other units up the mountain, near the 
summit. i.hile further on the left of the Confederate line we 
find a portion of Colonel ^verell's regiment, 20th Va. Colonel 

_ commanding, Kessler's Battalion, 23rd Va., Major Blessing; 

four companies derrick's battalion, a portion of the 22nd Va. 
Infantry. -Some of these units have been twice named beoause 
e= the fighting became more severe on the Confederate left, they 
weakened their right by sending reinforcements tc strengthen 
their left. 

The forces engaged in the battle were oomposed or twelve 
Confederate units regiments, battalions and independent companies. 
Chile the Union forces were composed of nine units, leg- 
uni battalions, there was but a slight difference in the 
'■* oocpoEing the two armies, the 10th i.est Vi r gi nlQ i n f Qntry 
-1 ■ .« 23rd uhlo that comprise, the flanking perty and did the 
-.*1 fi,'htl..g was reported 8B 1175 soldiers while the 22nd 
•' . nfa.-itrjr, onfodoroto, was reported ofrioielly at 5o0 
strong and it.e ::3rd .lr^in^ uttulion 350 strong. 

•• • .! With 125 dismounts cavalry. Captain Jarring's 
'*1- n 130, c-,d ..ajor heeler'o ba*. tnllon and other units 
U vary elegant righting m*oe. These units 


vert* con- 
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cer.trated on the Confederate Lt and fought the 10 th and 2 8th. 

,0 it *e S a battle royal by seasoned troops pf approximately 

equal numbers. 

hat turned the tide of battle was the neglect of the 
Confederate General to fortify his position and protect his 
flank. .-vVerell, an officer of superior ability, took advan¬ 
tage of the situation and turned the flank of the enemy with 
tis infantry and gave them sudh a slight margin for their es¬ 
cape which caused much confusion. 

•»U that saved the Confederates from being cut off was 
The lake that protected their left flank. if Cenerals Jackson 
and -chols had fortified the back road over which the flanking 
nnlts marched, and protected their lines by fallinf timber and 
temporary breast works on the mountain side, which they had 
abundant tine to do, their position would have been inpregnable. 

Toe -.ere height of a mountain is of but slight advantage to those 
•eft ling it, if they are not protected by breast works. fhen 
*> 10th .eat Va. Infantry succeeded in gaining a position on 
" Urt of th0 Confederate line, the Confederate commander see- 
’lr peril and danger of being cut off, ordered a retreat. 

•-OM. being blocked by cavalry, artillery and wagon trains 
“'4 ouob confusion. Tho Union victory w a » not u, e result 

or numbers on the Confederate sid 0 ,. 0 r , I 

• tor to tho gallantry | 

-Idler., but . leek o ■ rt or their commanders to 1 

•-4 tn. as tuat ion and te«, advn:.t B , e or ^ I 


'■ . 
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Partiel reports made by the leading officers nho par¬ 
ticipated in the Battle of jroop -ountaln. 

General overall's heport: 

On tte first day of Kovenber, 1 left Beverly with my 
command consisting of the 2Bth Ohio Volunteer Infantry, Col. 

“• ::oor: 10th " est Virginia Infantry, Col. T. K. Harris; 

End ..est Virginia KbUnted;Infantry, Lieut. Col. A. Soott; 

3rd .Vest Virginia wanted Infantry, Col. J. H. Oley; l 4 th 
Pennsylvania Cavalry, Col. J. N. Gchoonnaker; Gibson's Bat¬ 
talion and Batteries B & G, First Aest Virginia Light ^-tillery, 
Capt, J. V. Keeper and C. T. Ewing. 

on the morning of the 6th we approached the enemy's 
Position. The infantry and one corps of cavalry was sent to . 

Tr '° rl8ht t0 asoend a ran S° of WUs, »lth orders to attach the 
copy's left and rear, the attach of our infantry, 1.175 strong 
* as conducted shillfully by Col. Moor. 

The End, 3rd. and 8th, dismounted, were moved in line 
°“ l4Ue ly lo , tbe rl S ht - “til their right was Joined to Poor's 
•• Col. tloor ways -hen he arrived in front of the enemy's 
position, at 1,46 P. «. ha formed e line and ordered «ol. Harris 
'•'« up m double quick, who arrived in the nick of time. 

Lieut. Col. Soott’o iieport. 

hleut. col. Alex, Gcott, 3„d ..est Vi relnlo Jn _ 

'■ ‘tv. that .bout 12 o'clock, having moved to th. front. 

- *’• ordered to dlemount oy command and right on foot, and 
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*as ordered to take a position between the third end eighth, 
it this tine »e found the 3rd, 6th and 14th Pennsylvania Cav¬ 
alry in line of battle, with Jackson's force. The 2nd, 3rd 
and eth -est Virginia Infantry, immediately in front of the 
bresst works". 

I went Into aotlon with two hundred men; out of that number, 
there were nine killod, fourteen wounded, two mortally wounded, 
seven severly and five.slightly. 

Report of Colonel John Oley 

eighth ..est Virginia Mounted Infantry. After taking my 
place wit., ooluan on the morning of the 6 th, I was ordered to 
clear the hills up to the foot of -'roop Mountain of Skirmishers, 
and pickets. .about IP. U. I was notified that the 2nd and 3rd 
-ousted infantry would taka a poaition on my right, and was or¬ 
dered to assault tho enemy's works in conjunction with them. 

Col. •'ernes N. Schoonnaker's Report 


Sol. »aces II. oohoonaaker, 14th Pennsylvania Cavalry 
ways tint "On the morning of the 6th, 1 was ordered with my 
regiment and keeper's Battery, to move to the extreme right of 
•t.w eoeay, who hsd again taken a position on the almost net- 
-rauy foitlfiad summit of uroop Mountain, end keep up a fire 
■» ' air roreaa lh«t thalr attention ml, ht be drawn from Col. 


-»«r. *oo was to make an attack on thalr loft. Knowing or tne 
‘Mendel assault of Col. Loot, 1 Immediately got m> raglnent re, 
■ad. a. 1 potted elth tao aaotlons of artillery on the double 
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quick fron the extreme right to the center." 

Report of IJajor Thos Gibson, 14th Pennsylvania Cavalry. 

" On the 1st day of November, I moved with the Brigade 
and continued .'ith it until the 5th day of November, on which day 
I narchefi to Cackleytown, by way of Uarlin’s Bottom, with the 

train". 

xue 10th nest Virginia Infantry lost eight killed and 

tiecty-seven wounded. 

The 2Bth Ohio Infantry lost five killed end twenty-one 

wounded. 


CONriOEHATS REPORTS. 

Brig. General John Echols. 

Gen. Echols says that he placed his forces at the crest 
of the mountain. The batteries of Chapman and Jaokson under 
•-.« oom jjnd of ICd Jor ... UcLoughlin, were placed near where Col. 
•aekaon bad plaoed two pieces of his battery under the com- 
°«ad of Capt. Lurty. 

"Ol. 0. J. Patton was pieced in oomnand of the First 
krigada, vl*: tha 22nd Virginia Inruntry, haj. H. ... bailey; 

ird Virginia Battalion, Major On. Blessing oonaanding; 

*"* ,l lh * rl « Bt ° r *- b » turnpllta road naar tha aumolt, and 
’-^nd Haclmant la the r»»r of the battery. 

- n^np^n-a lVlh Virginia cavalry ... 

■ ltfl •!» o U hundred end .ov.nty-rivo nan and waa 
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shortly reinforced by six oonpanles of the S3rd Battalion, 
Later, Colonel Patton was ordered to detach these companies 
of the 22nd Virginia Infantry under Captain John K. Thompson. 
Colonel Oeorge 3. Patton commanded -chol’s brigade. The 
22nd Virginia went into action with five hundred and fifty 
strong, losing one hundred end thirteen in killed, wounded 
and missing. The 23rd Virginia Battalion, three hundred 
and fifty strong, loot- sixty-one in killed, wounded and 
missing. 

Three companies of the 22nd under Captain Thompson, 
one hundred and twenty-five strong, lost nine killed, 
thirty wounded, twelve missing. Battle ended at 4 ?. u. 

heport of LnJ. na. Blessing, 23rd Virginia aattnlioa 
" .•.‘hen the fighting became very severe I wus ordered to 
*>«reh with six companies to the support of -eptaln liarsaoll, 
■to, with one hundred and twenty-five dismounted ouvalry, we 8 
bsing forced back on the left. 

*• were then rorced baok to a fenoe at the bloody Angle. 
*• ***• than relnrorcsd by throe coopenlea or the 22nd Vlr- 
'ir.ia Infantry, und ono dismounted oompany of the l4t Vlr- 
<isia -avelry. 

Heport or Colonol Thompson 
Colon*l .oowp.on, 19th Virginia Cavalry. any. tn , t 
**“' 0M '“»»4re4 oavalry under oo^moA or Captain -er.heli. 



fi — MTL ~ 

I 

rOCAHONTAS COUIJTY 
-5- 

tta command conolating of tha lBth and 20 th Virginia cavalry 
Just then, i.ajor blessing commanding Dennings battery, con¬ 
sisting or three hundred men, he having deployed his men on 
the right of the line rormed by Captain i-arshall. 

Report of Col. W. Siley, 20th Virginia Cavalry 
Says that about 2 P. M. we were attacked by the 2nd 
and 3rd and 8th iVest Virginia haunted infantry. 

Report of Col. Hilton J. Ferguson 
Colonel rerguson, 16th Virginia Cavalry, says that be 
reported to (tenoral aohols on the oth of November, who was 
then on tne march, and arrived at the camp of Colonel Jaokson 
at tne eastern base of Droop iwounteln, at 6 A. M. on the 
corning or the oth. One squodron of the 14th Regiment was 
ordered to take position on the old road of Locust Creek. 

The efficient men of six companies were dismounted, four 
coapenlea placed on the extreme left under 
ro— iend of Lleutenent Colonel Gibson and two companlea in 
center. John J. nexter, orderly sergeant of Company F, 10th 
«,t flrginie lnrantry, •»» the rirot one to oross the rail 
r. at me bloody eagle, and fell mortally wounded Inside 
ae aneay'e lines. 


Til• whole report has been taken rroa “Roport or 
-roop Mountain hottlerield Coniaslon" John D. Sutton, >-helr- 
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tta command oonolating of the lBtb and 20 th Virginia cavalry 
Just then, i.ajor Blessing commanding Dennings Battery, con¬ 
sisting or three hundred men, he having deployed his men on 
the right of the line formed by Captain urshall. 

Heport of Col. W. ffiley, 20th Virginia Cavalry 
Says that about 2 P. M. we were attacked by the 2nd 
and 3rd and 8th tVest Virginia taunted infantry. 

Heport of Col. Milton J. Ferguson 
Colonel rerguson, 16th Virginia Cavalry, says that be 
reported to General i-chols on the oth of November, who was 
then on tne march, and arrived at the camp of Colonel Jaokson 
et tne eastern base of Droop . ountoln, at 6 A. M. on the 
morning or the oth. One squadron of the 14th Regiment was 
ordered to take position on the old road of locust Creek. 

Tne efficient men of six companies were dismounted, four 
companies pieced on the extreme left under 
co-nand of lieutenant Colonel Gibson and two companies in 
center. John J. Dexter, orderly sergeant of Company F, 10th 
• e>t Virginia lnrantry, «s the rirst one to oross the rail 
f- e et toe bloody eagle, ond Tell mortally wounded inside 
ne enemy'a lines. 

.1.1 a ei,ole report hen been taxon rrom -Report or 

•...in kttttruu Cooesleelon" John D. Sutton, whalr- 
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EVENTS AND DATES PRECEDING BATTLE 


Nov. 1, 1863—Gen. W. W. Averell left Beverly, West Virginia 
Bov. 3, 1863—Sen. A. K. Duffie left Charleston, West Virginia 
Bov. 5, 1063—Gen. John Echols occupied Droop fountain 


Number of troops encaged (Union)-4700 

Number of troops (Confederate)-3950 

Number iilled (Union)-130 

Number killed (Confederate)-400 


Troops from West Virginia, Virginia, Ohio and Pennsyl¬ 
vania took part in the battle. 


The Battle of Droop fountain was fought November 6th, 

-:t3 between Union Forces, commanded by Brig. Gen. William W. 
Averell, U. S. Army, and confederates troops under the command 
of Brig. Gen. John Echols, C. S. Army. 

Cne of the reasons for the meeting of these two forces in 
71rCinia Bt this tino *>• "ester* part of Virginia was 

'***** by 1,801,16 " h0 "«« f=vor of the Union, so June 20th 
1065 th “ 8tatC ° f VirEinia beo “« divided into Vircinia a„d ' 


Confederate troops then were sent into the newly formed 

^ IT t0 har “’ th# Vnl ° n tro ° P3 ^ that -a- to 

, lre r r r- or th ° p,opi ‘ nh ° ^ ieft the 

r." — -— 

:: rr, ~r ** - ~ 

——«r*^nzrr t' 

-...»-.....«... z.rr;::.rr 







out 30 that the line could be maintained. The Southern troops 
were living off of the country ana the people were insisujig 
that aid be sent to them. 

On October 26th, Gen ienjanm rally, U. 3. Army ordered 
General Averell, who at that tine was stationed at Beverly, V/est 
Virginia, to move to Lewisburg and capture or drive away any Con¬ 
federate forces stationed in that vicinity. Also to Join forces _ 
with General Duffie who left Charleston November 3rd, 1863 at 6:00 A 
for Lewisburg. After a junction of the two forces, they were to 
nove to Union, W. Va. and thence to Virginia and Tennessee R.R., 
at Dublin Station and destroy the railroad bridge over Ken River. 

General Averell noved on the 1st day of November and imme¬ 
diately contacted gorilla bands and snail detachments of confed¬ 
erate troops. The forces of Gen. Averell were able to push back 
all resistance and on November 5th, reached the town of Hillsboro, 
West Virginia, about 3 miles from Droop fountain and 33 miles from 
Lewisburg. The Union forces were advised that General Duffle 
would not reach Lewisburg, until November 7th so didn't attaok 


until the morning of November 6th, 1B63. 

The plan of attack by the Union troopa wao ao follows: 

14th Pennsylvania Cavalry were placed near the Locust Creek bridge 
in sight of the Confederate lines, and kept moving around giving 
the appearance of starting towards the Southern line3. 

^Keepers battery was placed on the hill above Beards Hill, 
and immediately opened fire on the Confederate batteries on top of 
Drccp fountain about B:00 A. K. Eivon's battery was placed to the 
left of the turnpike between Hillsboro and Droop. Gibson's bat¬ 
talion and the famous 10th V. Va. Infantry was held in readiness 
on the pika at Hillsboro. 




The 2nd, 3rd, and 8th Vest Virginia Counted Infantry Reg¬ 
iments were on the right of the turnpike out of sight about two 
riles from the base of Droop Mountain. The 28th Ohio Infantry 
v.ith one company of the 14th Pennsylvania Cavalry (about 1200 
nen in all) were sent on a long detour to the right via Lobelia 
to cone over the Jacox road and take the Confederates on the left 
flank. This movement started about 5:00 A. K. and due to condi¬ 
tions of the roads, did not complete the march until 1:45 P.H. 

The position of the Southemors was as follows: On the 
river road, Edgar's 3attalion; on the brow of the mountain facing 
the Union troops from right and left, 22nd Virginia Cavalry under 
Colonel Patton; 15th Virginia Cavalry under Co. Cochran; Dorricks 
"at tali on of Infantry, Jackson's batteries; --a jor Blessing with 
6 companies of the 23rd Battalion nas placed on the Lobelia-Jacox 
road covering the left flank. The right flank was protected by 
a steep mountain. 

About 1:45 P. 14. November 6th, ie63, the flanking party that 
had been sent via Lobelia reached the Confederate lines and imme¬ 
diately attacked. The 2nd, 3rd, and 8th Regiments immediately 
•tarted a direct attack up the face of Droop Mountain. They Joined 
'roe with the flanking party, and drove the Confederates back 
• ■ :rd LewiIiburg. Due to the road being narrow the Confederates 

"•re la eonfuelon—Crvalry and Infantry all nixed up together. 

Colonel Thcnpson was In command of the rear guard of the 
-• 'federate and It wna through his strong defense that the South¬ 
ern troops -ere able to withdraw without much loss of Ilf, or 

Another thing that night have influenced the retreat 
— Avor * 11 not to push the Confederates 


•/■.St, ns he wanted Gen. Duffie to reach lewisburg first and 
. : cr. off. The Confederates retreated on througi the night 
; passed through Lewisburg just as General Duffie entered the 
town from the west. General Duffie captured a few stragglers and 

so=e equipment. 

This battle was the deciding point in West Virginia. After 
this the entire state was in the hands of the northern armies. 

One very interesting part of General Echol's report is 
quoted: "Ky artillery and trains were brought safely through with 
the exception of one -brass Howitzer belonging to Chapman's battery. 

broke completely down during the retreat so that it had to be 
left this offering the enemy the only trophy of vfcich they can 

boast." 

This cannon is supposed to have been buried in the swamp 
„ - „ oop fountain, but has never been found. For those who visit 
. . -.«i e uield, a large nap has been drawn sJiow- 

the Droop fountain 3artie - 

position of the troop the day of the battle, also the 

1 .~ location of Camp Price, a larger and more distinct map 

-^could be Shorn here. This larger nap shows location of 

^ri-ers and other items of interest, 
cenvoents, na- - 

„ „ ccc invites all to visit the 3attle Field and 

Co* 

y ‘-owing to visitors the old battle trenches, breastworks, 
,' m ls piaaent* «nd other interesting things. 
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By Thomas J. Arnold, Slkins, 7a. 
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An expedition that proved disastrous tc the "oiafeder¬ 
ates, and likewise for some who were not, was that connected 
with the occupation of Teverly, 7a., now Vest Tircinia, during 
the tar between the States. 

At the tine of the Inboden raid through “estem tircinia 
(April, 1663), C-en. T7illian I. Jackson, who sccocpanied Inboden, 
casually remarked while in Beverly that he was coning back there 
to spend the 4th of July. Of course, no one took the remark se¬ 
riously. Although it was commonly repeated afterwards, as well to 
the federal commander as others, it passed unheeded. Sure enough, 
cn the third day of July, a c onfederate force unexpectedly appeared 
south of and in the vicinity of Beverly, under the command of Cen. 

ill inn'I. Jackson, who dispatched a detachment under ."nj. J. B. 
Lady on the road leading northward, west of the river to its in¬ 
tersection with the road leadinr to Buokhannon, in order to cut 
'if retreat ir. that direction. Be ha-.-inf previously dispatched 
• . *r detachment under the oonrnnd of Col. A. c. Bunn, by a 

c- ntiy road, caatwnrd of the main road, with orders to occupy the 
r -*' leading to Philippi, northward of Beverly, thus cutting off 
'**'•** ^ tte* direction. Ho planted his artillery cn the olowe 
B*'t ill, about one and ono-hclr Mies southwest of Beverly, 

■* flr * on th# T0<1,rnlB - hurriedly gathered within 

(OttfttMM. The Confederate pm, were of small caliber, 

7 4w w inferior emanticn, no rt of th. sheila fell’ 


rt, lfBdine in 


erl- . 


Col. Thcnas U. Karris, of the 10th Yirrinia (Federal) 

"eminent, and who at a later period attained unenviable notoriety, 
as a member or -he mill taiy court t}iat tried and convicted lira. 
Surratt and sent her to the scaffold, Tias in command of the Fed- 
erals. Guards were stationed on all the roads leading from Beverly; 
and no one—nan, woman, or child—was pernitted to pass these 
yv.nrds; hence all civilians were confined to the Units of the 
tens and were thereby subjected to the fire of the Confederate 
artillery. Although this firing continued for a considerable part 
of two days, no citizens were injured, and but fev; houses were stmeh 
by shells. 

It has always been the understandinc, which is probably cor¬ 
rect, that the detachment Jackson sent to approach Beverly fron 
9 north and open the attack, had in the course of their inarch 
feund a supply of apple brandy; and the detachment be came so ind¬ 
icated, that they lost si r ht of ana interest in the undertaking 
Jackson waited impatiently throughout the first day for the offi¬ 
cer In cerrand of this detachment to make the attack, as pre- 

a C ed, the second day he was atm enpeotinc it every moment, but 
reoelvod no intelli C enoe. Alone toward noon there appeared, ad- 
«olae up the valley, west of the river, an army of mounted «h, 

■ed to swop everythin before them, it was AvertU-s full 

bTlf * a * * formidable rorce. There 

* on. thine left for Jackson to do-, et out as rapidly as 

WM -.***' Proceeded to do. and aoeom- 

»U*e« with taoh .kill that h. . BoapBd ltlth but ^ ^ 

**■ VU1U “ L * " hU * ™ the bench prior to the 

**'* tad held tuner court In Bevwtfy, knew 


^any of the 
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citizens, end ms familiar with the cour.tiy in the vicinity, 
immediately foilowing the fight, and while Averill was still in 
pursuit of Jachson, Colonel Harris dispatched Guards through the 
country north of Beverly, who arrested quite a large number of 
citizens, all of whom were peaceable, law-abiding men—good citizens. 
Bl.ey '-'ere marched into Beverly and formed in line near the old 
courthouse. Colonel Harris then walked alone the front of the line 
and put this question to each one separately: "Are you a Union 
nan?" ’.Then the answer was directly in the affirmative, the nan was 
passed, td-.cr. the answer was, "Ky sentiments are with the South," 
or its equivelant, Harris ordered the person givinc such answer to 
td:e two steps forward. Several of those in line, in reply to the 
question, stated that they wore "Constitutional Union men"; of 
these latter were Lennox Camden, a brother of Judge G. D. Camden, 
end Charles W. Russell, the latter, a late leading merchant and ’ 
well ’.mown throughout the county, and who was a Union man/ This 

* n8n “ r OVldently ' 111 the of Karris, did not constitute 

-rriclent loyalty, for in each instance where this answer was 
lT ”’ TCeh P*” 00 ra= °r3ered to tahe the two steps tc the front 
-hen arris had finished his questioning, there were thirteen in the 
••»cd line. The number in this instance in the course o' time 
,.d to be n frightful exemplif ication of all that has ever been 

"t^T " “ ln th# BOy ° r beinS " 0Oen ° f * those ■ 

* • UP “ r,,tltl0n - *" thlrte0 " l-MMr sent under 

Prl ° Pn ** ^ of those 

, * r »' bronox Canter, Chnrlo. 17. aueoell . 
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leery, sna Allen Inner. 

The public at the tine attributed these arrests to Harris's 
intense hatred of Southern sympathisers and his chagrin and anger at 
Jackson's having reached the immediate vicinity of Beverly without 
his knowledge, and especially as Jackson had made announcement of 
his intended coning several months in advance; all of which Harris 
realised constituted a severe reflection upon the commander of the 
pest in not having been more alert, and in allowing himself to be 
this surprised; and v.hich, but for the miscarraiage of Jackson's 
orders to Colonel Dunn, would have resulted in the probable capture 
of Himself and his entire command; and also, the further fact that 
'sekson had succeeded in withdrawing his troops and escaping without 
-mterial loos, all of r&iich was intensified by the rebuke and crit¬ 
icism administered by General Averill, his superior officer. Averill, 
being a Tlest Point graduate, had no special admiration for civilian 
army officers like Harris. 

There is little doubt that Karris was smarting under Averill's 
cr.-.^ciams, and especially as Averill attributed his ora failure 
•o iefeat, if not to capture, Jackson's command to Harris's fail- 
net :-j him (Averill) in tine. Averill, in his official 
, na;-a: "Had Colonel Kerris furnished me with timely warn¬ 
ing of the approach of the onoiry, I should have killed, captured, 

■‘T Ueperoed hi a entire ocenond. As it was, he reoeived but a 
e ht leBoon." 

eter, on several ooonsions, most 3tronuous efforts were 
'* ' 1 • •* relecoe of these non free Port Delaware, where 

cr * 1 "beep. he publlo p.nerelly knew they were 


r* i-rj 


mf Uitt'Ui* 
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r.'-'ccr.t of any c/iarge; a number cf then were influential nen; 
ail efforts were without avail until virtually half of then 
had died in prison. Chen finally the survivors, seven in number, 
•.-.•re released, one of them, Lennox Camden, died before reaching 
heme. Another, Philip Isner, died a few days after reaching hone. 
Srith Crouch and John Crouch died very soon afterwards. The three 
survivors, Charles Hassell, Thomas S. Caplinger, and C-eorge 
rap linger, were so broken in health as to suffer from the effects 
of their incarceration and treatment to the day of their demise. 

Harris hod, prior to the war, been a country doctor, prac- 
: iced in Hitcfcie County (non Jest Virginia) and later, located in 
'Icr.ville in the sane State. After he became identified nith the 
iU.cn cause, he became intensely partisan. In those days intense 
. artisanship was the stepping-stone, for many, to promotion. Harris 
•ad risen to the rani: of colonel of the 10th Virginia (Federal) 
eglrsent, as stated. This regljatuil contained many good nen, and 
=*cy who detested Harris, h'is unpopularity was such that while 
stationed at loverly, he was shot at one night by some of his reg- 
•it.t, one bullet passing through ms Whiskers. Of this I was 

-ued by one of his oonmissioned officers. Slevated to the rank 
: • olcnel, '‘arris seoned to have become obsessed with an exalted 
•» of the prominence that ouch an appointment carried with it. 

«• ~e stationed at , a long time. Saving the power of a 

»» rTuoh dreaded, especially as he seemed ever ready- to 
’* • to th * “^Uabl, and disreputable who approach*! 

- = *’••* “ * acrJt th,lr '’•ICbbore. and which resulted generally 

r> - imerx***,™ or then* .0 reported. It ^uld be 

U U r " M to r *“ U tQ — I It 1, equally 


true of Others, the number of citizens of the county, or their 
names, who "ere. during the war, arrested and sent under guard 
to the military prisons of the ITorth, many of them by Harris— 
fenerally without cause and without any specific charge being 
made }=ow to then, and many of whom did not live to return to 
their homes. 
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Confederate troops. Tho 
foraus of Ocn. jivorol 
wore able to push bool: 
all re si stance and or. No¬ 
vember 5th.rc.ic iod the 
town of Hillsboro, V.Va., 
about 5 nilos from tract 
douatuin end 33 nilos 
from Lewi sburg. Tho Union 
forces uoro advised that 
Cenoral Duffic would not 
reach Lowi sburg until 
November 7th bo didn't 
attack until the- morning 
of November oth.1863. 

Th_ plan of attack by 
the Union troops was as 
fell eve: 1 ■'. th Pcansylv:ria 

Cavalry were placed near 
tho Leons t Crc-k bridge 
in sight of the Conflodo- 
rato linos, end lcopt 

moving around giving the 
appoaranoc of starting 
towards tho Southerner 
linos, 

Koopors battory was 
planed or. tho hill above 
Boards Hi 11, end imme-dia- 
-olv oponoci firo on tho 
Confodorato battorios on 
toe of Droop Mountain 
otut 8:00 : ,givon •* 

battery man plaeodto the 
left of tho tum pike 
between Hillsboro and 
Droop. Cibson-s batallim 
- » the faavus lot.-. W.Vc 
Infantry was held in re¬ 
adiness on tho pike at 
Hillsboro. 

Tho 2nd, 3rd, .-ad 6th 
Host Virginia liountod 
Infantry Reginonts wore 
on the right of tho turn 
pike out of sight about 
ewe- nilos from tho base 
of Dr. op Nountain. 

Pie 26th Ohio anfiuitry 
wl th ono oor, nv of tho 


NOVQMBCR 6 . 1563 

BY CAI’T. E.R HOWERY 
EVENTS AND DATES PRECEEDIHG BATTLE 


* r 1, 1865— Gon. H. W. Ate re 11 left Dove: 
Jer! 3, -c:3— Gen. A. H. Duffio left Chrrli 
jiov. :, 1663--GCT.. John Echols occupied D: 

Number of troops engaged (Union)-- 

■umber of troops (Confederate)-1 

'.-umber killod (Union)- 

i'uabor killed (Confederate)- 

a Tiost Virginia, Virginia, Ohio 
sylvania took part in the battle, 


,ttlc of Droop 
no fought Nov- 
18c3 between 
i.s, c La.j.dud 

miu-ai w. 

I.S. uir-cy, and 
tro ps under 
a of Brig. Gon. 
s, C.S. Any. 


in the vicinity cf Elkins 
and near Charleston sepa¬ 
rated. ,lao winter .res 
cuming ur.d the Confeder¬ 
ate forces had to oo 
dresn out so that the 
line could be la-ii.tainod. 
The Southern troops were 
luting .ff of th eouu.ry 
ad tin , o 1 . ..-arc insi¬ 
sting that aid t- scat to 
thorn. 

O'.: October 2 th, Gun. 

■ . '.‘..‘.-r v 
order.d Ounornl .'.v.rell 
Who at that time wan 
staticned at Bev.rly,-cst 
Virginia, to move to 
Lnistuag -id c .x-turc or 
drivo - .• ,j any Coafod.- 
r ' '‘crocs st.-.livn-d in 


■cos with Gn.cr.il 
sho 1 -ft Chvrlts- 
veuber 3rd, 1863 
,..M. for U-ids- 
*tor a .function of 


1 orccu 


the rcr-oosi 

s for 

* Of thzBZ 

tmo 

’o*t Vi r 

ini t 

4lo w-.o; 

Tiio 

-t c f 7i r 
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It f-vor c 
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on the left I her 6 ch, 16 

/emeat it'.-* I ing oart> 


uih, 1663, the flank¬ 
ing party that h-ad boon 
seat via Lobelia reached 
thj Confedorato Urea and 
ion i' - ly att-flked. 

Tor kid, 3rd, ondBth 
i.cgi.on.ts itmadiaiely 
started a diroot .-.tinet 
up tho face of Droop Mou¬ 
ntain. Thoy folrcd foroo 
with tho flanking party, 
and dro»o tho Cenfedorato 
bank toward Lowisburg. ! 

Ctio to tho rood being 
narrow tho - Confodorntos 
■'ore in confusion-cavalry 
and Infantry all nixod 
. 

Cotonol Thorp .on va. 
In ooraroid of tho roar 
guard of tho Confederate 
end it wo. through hi. 

■ strong defen.e that tho 
ftoutiiora troop, wore ttble 

1 .. ef ilfo or iquipcng. 1 


Another - thing that 
- night have infiupr.ood tho 
retrofit it-.5 that Gon. ,W- 
. croll did not wish to 
push tho Confodorates tea 
fast, ns ho wanted Gen. 
Euffio to roach Lewisburg 
first nr.d cut thon off. 

The Confederates rot- 
roatod on thru tho night 
and passed thru Loivisburg 
just as Gcnoral Iuffic, 
ontcrod the tear. from 
the west, Gonoral "Duffle 
. caoturod n few stragglers 
and some equipment. 

Tho battlo whs tho 
dooiding point in West 
Virginia. After this tho 
ontiro stato was in tho 
hands of tho Nor thorn 
anniosl 

Ono very interesting 
prxt of General Echol's 
report is quotod: ")!y art¬ 
illery and trains wore 
brought s.afcly through 
with tho exception 1 of ono 
brass Honjittcr belonging 
ot Chapman* s‘ battery, 
which ' broke completely 
dear, during tho retreat 
so that It had to be loft 
this offering the *oncry 
the only treaty ef which 
thoy can boast.“ 

This carmen is suppos¬ 
ed to have boon buriod in 
the swamp on uroop Moun¬ 
tain, but has novor been 
Jound. For these who 
- visit the Droop Mountain 
Battlo F^cld, a largo mnp 
has been J-awr. showing 
the position of tho troop 
tho day of tho battlo, 
also tho present location 
of Cram Frioc, a larger 
end more distinct xa-.p, 
then could bo shown here. 
This larger raps shows 
location of ranumonts, 
markers and other item# of 
1nter-st. 

(k>. 2f.9e, CCC, invitos 
all to visit tho Battle 
Field and will enjoy shew 
ing to vi.iters tho eld 
battle trenches, fcrea.t- 
*»rk., gun l=vleacnt«,and 
. < Intoroitilg things. 
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droop mod::t* m battlefield 


One of the herd fought battles of the Civil Tar 
occurred at Droop Mountain, Pocahontas County, on November 
6th, 1863, ir. which West Virginia Soldiers, both Confederate 
ar.d Union participated. 

Droop Mountain is a very high elevation—3000 ft— 
overlooking the valley of the Greenbrier River, in the Little 
Levels District of Pocahontas County end the fer off psi ks 
of the Allegheny Mountains making it one of the most beauti¬ 
ful scenic spots in Test Virginia. 

Each Army fought for what it believed to be right 
and nearly all of the men who were actors in that bloody 
drama mere Test Virginians. The bitter struggle ended and 
t.-.c animosity engendered by that conflict has passed away 
and universal peace reigns- 

T.-.e scene spread out before ue was one of indescribable 
br uty and er.cr.antaent. Towering mountains, the smiling and 
fertile plains, the famous historic Greenbrier River flowing 
•• t:.» t.i. e of the rugred mountain —nowhere in all our travels 
sr -‘.to eared such scenic beauty or such a location for a 
•t*te Park. 

Prior to this battle there sere no considerable Con- 
* er.ta foreea t ywhare In Wo.t Vlrginln except In Greenbrier 
T »Usy wntea was htid by the Confederate* from its head to 
It foot, for i • purpo«e of dislodging there Confederate 
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forces, General Averill was directed to march from Beverly, 

, er t Virginia to Lewisburg, in Greenbrier County, anc xxxl 
u was while on this march he met the enemy at Droop 
fountain. The battle was there fought between the forces 
commanded by General Averill ana the Confederate forces by 
General John Schols anc Colonel William L. Jackson. Droop 
fountain ie fourteen miles south of Karlinton, the County 
t-eat, seven miles from Kill Point and four from Hillsboro. 

It is ten miles from Renick Station, sixteen from Frankford and 
twenty-four miles from Lewisburg. 

The forces engaged in the battle of Droop fountain 
-ere composed of twelve Confederate Units, regiments, battalion 
-r.d independent companies while t'ne Union forces were composed 
of nine Unites, regiments and battalions. There was but a 
slight difference in the numbers composing the two armies. 

:.-.e 10th West Virginia Infeiitry and the 23rd Ohio that com¬ 
posed t..e flanking party and did the principal fighting was 
fflcially reported as 1175 w^lle the 22nd Virginia Infantry 
C-r.federate was reported officially at 550 soldiers strong 
: to* 2Jrd Virginia Battalion 35 O strong. Capt. Uaxshall 
• 125 dlsssounted cavalry, Capt Derrlnges Battalion 500 

•: ■-'c.Jor Ie■ ler battalion and other units ccmpo:ed a fine 
fig-sting fere*. 

Another pheee of the hlitory of Droop fountain is 
-f I’.eciel Sntereet. Se reneon from analogy and from pre- 
rie ewtder.ee 1 at Droop fountain hae been a battle- 
J-rla of wm prehistoric raoe or by the earl y Indian tribee 
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°f America. Kany wonderful stories axe handed down through 
journals and family records of the Shawnees who were the most 
remarkable of all the people inhabiting the country west of 
the Allegheny. In 1682 they fell under the rule of the six 
nations and existed in various branches. Te find excavations 
at the foot of Droop Mountain where thousands of tons of 
rc-rh flints have been removed. 

At one tine this has been a great military camping 
ground for the warriors of the forest. legends are 

tolc by people who.lived on Droop Mountain and handed down 
for younger generations. 

A young Union Officer who rode a beautiful sorrel 
-orse was killed while riding fast eround a large tree. The 
frir.-.tened riderless horse ran around the tree several times 
before it was stopped. It was said by people of thct battle 

• :.ey could hear the rapid running of thst frightened horse 

AfnrrsUia y F-Z*f ■ 

tr ini that tree. A most pathetic scene occurred at that 
'-attle. After the battle a squad of soldiers was detailed 
gather up the dead end wounded. Among the number thus 
*'-'il«d was Andrew J. Short of Company F. "est Virginia In- 
try. T <ry mere working In the night end Short discovered 

* r, d soldier end took hold of hla body to remove him to the 

• - *1 wwre bringing the dead and wounded together. Ke 
fr! * ’• crooked finger on t.-.e deed eoldiers hand and the slxe 
fael of tae men oor.vlnced Short that It «*« his brother 
• called it* sc-ae one to bring a light, saying that no 
: : ■ me Li. brother. 




and when thejgot the light he found for a certainty that 
the nan really was his own brother. In relating the incident 
to Dr. fl. P. Newton many years after the battle, he said that 
he took nis brother by tne hand and recognized some peculiar¬ 
ity by which he knew this to be the lifeless body of hie 
brother. This is an incident so rare that nothing similar 
has ever to our knowledge been recorded in the annele of 
warfare. 
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PcCA.---.TAE COUHTY I" THE CIVIL -TAR 

In the year 1661 the clouds of Hal hung over our 
Country; tneir deep deAfty bung over Virginia which at 
that time included Yest Virginia. Civil commotion snook 
the grand old Commonwealth. 

Everywhere they enlisted in their native state; from 
the tide washed shores, from the midland counties and from 
the rock ribced Alleghenies, lone lines of brave soldiers 
aeroaed forth to battle and die upon a hundred crimson fields. 
Anonc them were many of tae descendants of the fir = t pioneers 
of Pocahontas County who a century before had struggled 
wits tae fierce and relentless barbarians and had at last 
driven him from the country in which they had founded thoir 
-omen, where toe soldiers of a later day were born and reared. 

Then tc-e tocsin of Yar sounded throughout their native 
nouatalna volunteering began. Andrew 0. ^c"eel repaired to 
Little Levels end organized the first company. Tnis was 
««rly in the spring of 1861. A requisition was made for 
tr-.r tr.ey were snipped from Richmond but were never 
received end tne company disbanded in toe fall of that same 
r»«r. 

C * l ' ln *• Clofor murtered a company at Huntersville, 
«nt eoutb and with it m attached to the ]l(t Virginia 

infantry. 


( _ 


Hell* T. Yenper 
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PoCA.--.TAS CCUKTY IS THE CIVIL 7AR 


In the year 1861 the clouds of Sar bur-g over our 
Country; their dee? de.fifty hung over Virginia which at 
that tine included Test Virginia. Civil commotion snook 
the grand old Commonwealth. 

Everywhere they enlisted in their native state; from 
the tide washed shores, from the midland counties and from 
the rock rlbced Alleg enies, lone lines of brave soldiers 
aaroaed forth to battle and die upon a mr.dred crimson fields 
Among them were many of the descendants of the first pioneers 
of focahentas County w.io a century before had struggled 
wits the fierce and relentless barbarians and had at last 
driven him from the country in wnich they had founded their 
■omen, where the soldiers of a later day were born and reared 
7.-.en the tocsin of Sar sounded taroughout their native 
- in tains volunteering began. Andrew 0 . I!c;:eel repaired to 
Little Levels and organized the first company. T.-iie was 
e»rly in t.ie nprlng of 1861. A requisition was mace for 
r.-r.r. * . : l ey were shipped from Richmond but were never 
received end the company disbanded in the fall of that ssme 
rear. 

UU 0. A. ctofer mustered a company at Huntersville, 
vent eojth and with it waa attached to the Jlst Virginia 

Infantry, 
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John U. Llghtner me first Lieutenant in this Conpany 
from Huntersville. 

The third Company formed ras that of Captain Arbogast at 
Creer.bank. It too, ras attached to the Jlst Virginia Infantry. 
Captain Arbo.-ast was afterward promoted to bajor of the reg¬ 
iment. Lieutenant H. 1!. Poague of Pocahontas County but serving 
in a Bath County Company was killed in action at Tarrenton 
Virginia, October 12 136?. 

Lieutenant James licLaughlin, of Captain Stofer's Company 
from .-.untersville was wounded at Shepherdstown and died at 
Tlnca«3ter, Virginia. The loss was cor.sldereble on both 
sides. Among that of the Confederates wae tact of Captain 
Anderson of the Lynchburg Artillery and Captain J. c. iJbitmer 
of the Focanontas P.lfles. 

m the Civil ^ the first engagement which occurred in 
Pocahontas County was at Camp Bartow on what is known as the 

rft " r “" er f “ m ]Cn ° m 88 traveler-s Hepose. Late in the 

r r ie61 s cor - federste f ° rce * as cou — - pomt 

• - et-d of ‘-he first Georgia Infantry. Col. Wy com- 

'* l °* tMlftb Colonel Edward Johnson i„ 

2T S . Colonel William L. 

I °"* 1 Battalion; the Ohnrchwm. 

•**•» Henry L . J. 0 k« n . • 3 * nd of 

06 ,,W( ' of beptewbsr liiil .... . 

l ’ *- une., o , ' lnl ’ fo ^»».ok.d 



John V. Lightner ns first Lieutenant 


iii biixs wocjJHJjy 


froo Huntersville. 

The third Company formed ires that of Captain Arbogast at 
sreenbank. It too, was attached to the ’1st Viri-lnie Infantry. 
Captain Arbogaet was afterward promoted to bajor of the reg¬ 
iment. Lieutenant 3. L'. Poague of Pocahontas County but serving 
In a Sath County Company was killed in action at "arrenton 
Virginia, October 12 186?. 

Lieutanant James UoLaughlin, of Captain Stofer's Company 
from .-.untersville was wounded at Shepherdstoim and died at 
Tlncnester, Virginia. The loss was considerable on both 
Side.. Among that of the Confederates wae tnnt of Captain 
Anderson of the Lynchburg Artillery and Captain J. c. ffbltmer 
of the Pocaaontae Hiflee. 

I" to. Civil Tar toe firm engagement which occurred In 
-cwnonta, count, was at Camp Bartow on what is known as the 
Teagwr far. known as Traveler's Re?ose . 

" " ° r 1661 * C0Bf,dWlte f0rce « c °lleeted at this point 
•• of the first Oeorgla Infantry. Col. ’ 

c • . to. tr«mh corgi,. Colonel Sdward Johnson m 
M,t Vl rein la Infantry. Colonel ,H 11m l . 

■ -lHan.br," ’on; th. Churchvlll. 

c AUrU ‘ l “ **»' «** ty i*. 

O.o.rel, Raynold. So.aoraa,. 




r r firinp be^p-n early in the morninp: end continued until 

fall when the Federals withdrew and fell beck to Cheat 
• ountein summit. The Confederate loss was tairty-six killed. 
T.'.at of tne Federals unknown. A few days later the Confed¬ 
erates fell back to Camp Allegneny, and after being reinforced 
by two regiments, one of which was the ?2nd Virginia Infantry, 
under Colonel John Baldwin, they fortified a strong natural 
.osition. Here in December they were again attacked by the 
Federals ana the engagement continued taroughout the day, but 
terminated as hed'the first, in tne repulse of the Federals. 

EATTLE OF RICH KOUMTAIK 


On the 23 rd day of June 1361 General McClellan assumed 
command of the Federal forces in Western Virginia and began 
a series of movements which met with no successful resistance 
until the S« J a r »» e were compelled to retreat beyond the moun¬ 
tains. he marcned against General Pegrim rho with a force 
UOOO infantry nad taken up a strong position on Rich Moun¬ 
tain wr.iea lr also known by that name in Pocahontas County. 
•*<rio sent 2500 men and a battery of artillery to resist the 
adwanoe of Rosecrans. Tney were the first to reach the top 
°t i.-.e If ountein and r.ere the Federals were rreeted by a dis- 
c ’' Tr * ot Artillery and their advance checked.Soon they were 
reinforced by an Indian, regiment. A charge was made along 


* entire line. T .e Confederate* fell beck 

* hasty retreat. 


and at once began 


T . mountain -a, etr.-n with the dead and to . 



. t firinp begun early In the nomine sr.h continued until 
night-fall when the Federals withdrew and fell beck to Chest 
founts in summit. The Confederate loss wes thirty-six killed. 
Test of tne Federals unknown. A few days later the Confed¬ 
erates fell back to Camp Allegheny, and after being reinforced 
by two regiments, one of which was the ?2nd Virginia Infantry, 
under Colonel John Baldwin, they fortified a strong natural 
.osition. Here in December they were again attacked by the 
Federals ana the engagement continued toroughout the day, but 
-.erninsted as had'the first, in tae repulse of the Federals. 

fcATTLE OF R ICH KOPhTAIK 

On the 23 rd day of June 1361 General koClellan assumed 
command of the Federal forces in Western Virginia and began 
a series of movements which met with no successful resistance 
antil tne i> l* w—were compelled to retreat beyond the moun¬ 
tain".. he marened against General Pegrim who with a force 
•; **- 10 infantry nad taken up a strong position on Rich foun¬ 
tain w.ler. ir also known by that name in Pocahontas County. 
:«?rl» sent 2500 men and a battery of artillery to resist the 
edtrenoe of Roeecrana. Tney were the first to reach the top 
Of toe boir.tr in and here the Federals were greeted by a die- 
' Tr * ot Artillery and their advance checked.Soon they were 
reinforced by an Indiana regiment. A charge waa made along 

l - Un *- T "* Confederate, fell beck and et once began 

a natty retreat. 

T a mountain na alre-n with the dead 


t,-.e wounded 



:einr burned on the field. Fegrlm finding no way of 
escape a few days later surrendered his entire forces 

;risoncrs of war. 

Seve ra l 3. E, Le e in Test Virginia . 

General xxxZ. Lee, the ablest officer in Virginia, 
-arenea at t;.e .-.ead of 9000 men against General Reynolds 
w.'.o was lying with a considerable force at Cheat fountain, 
the attach was made on the l*«h of September and after sev¬ 


eral hours severe fighting Lee was forced to retreat, leaving 


ISO dead upon tne field. 

Among the dead was Colonel John Tashington, a reoent 
tr-rrietor of Lount Vernon. Loe'o army halted on the banks 
of the Greenbrier river and began to entrench itself. General 
Reynolds, after receiving re-enforcements set out on the 2nd 
of October from Cheat Mountain with a force of ^,000 men to 
drive Lee from hie position. Colonel Kimball with the lhth 


yur non 


-■•iia-.a led tne advance while General L'llroy, with 
■t oil brlead* ms to deploy to the left, drive la the picket 
1 force t e Confederates within the entrenchments. 

At daylight he/ arrived at Greenbrier bridge ar.d found 
"-.>-d. A charge me made, the bridge earned and a oross- 
1 •' •“•**•*. tan began an artillery duel wnleh fairly 
« t .e surrounding -ount.ine. io Bn Uw of Lee*, 
di m tied and again retreated. toe Federal Log. w as 

Tl M11M ^ ‘ lrty ‘ t ’° ’° Un, ’ ,d - L ° # l# “ 

. 00 «■ —1* - AUeg.enlee, 
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being burned on the field. Feerlm finding no way of 
€ ca?« a few days later surrendered his entire forces 

;.-iscncrs of war. 


Ge.-er al R. E. Le e in Test Virginia . 

General xutS. Lee, the ablest officer in Virginia, 
earcned at t.:e ..ead of °000 men against General Reynolds 
u.'.o was lying with a considerable force at Cheat Lountain. 

Tee attack was made on the 14th of September and after sev- 
erals tours severe fighting Lee was forced to retreat, leaving 
IX dead upon the field. 

Amor.r the dead was Colonel John Tashington, a reoent 
irmrletor of "ount Vernon. Loe'a nrxy halted on the bunks 
of tne Creenbrier river and began to entrench itself. General 
Reynolds, after receiving re-en for cements set out on tne 2nd 
of October from cneat fountain with a force of ^000 men to 
drive Lee from hie position. Colonel Kimball with the lhth 
Indiana led tne advance wnile General iiilroy, with a portion 
Of ail brigade was to deploy to lr.e left, drive in the pickets 
-■■TC9 t.e Confederates within the entrenchments. 

At daylight he/ arrived at Greenbrier bridge and found it 
’ - .W. a enarge wae made, me bridge carried and a oross- 
- - effected. began an artillery duel w..l 0 n fairly 

- * t .e grounding mountain,, Soon three of Lee'a guns 
dleaded end n. egeln retreated. T,.e Federal Loos « as 
• - •• * '-lied and t Irty-tao funded. Lee l. ft Cenar<ll 

*» » - — u .» ... 




^ COntlnUed hiB Earch t0 Staunton. Kilroy aarched 

Br8iasl J0hn60n ' t8kin(r with the l 3 th Indiana and 
:w other regiments. On the l 5 th of December he reached 
Cano Allegheny where he found the Confederates strongly 

fortified. 


An engagement took place, the results of which were 
r.ot afvar.lageous to either side, the loss being 130 on both 
sides. Hilroy withdrew and fell back to Cheat Mountain. 





- COntiDUed hlS Earc ' n t0 Staunton, uiroj marched 
arBi3 “ Joi “ B ° n ’ takintr with the 13 th Indiana end 
•• wo otter reBimentB - 0n 15 th of December he reached 
Cea ? Allegheny where he found the Confederates strongly 

fortified. 


An engagement took place, the results of which were 
r.ot afvantageous to either side, the loss being 130 on both 
sides. Uilroy withdrew and fell back to Cheat Mountain. 


jf -. 

/ c C -*~ ^ - 




A part of the Confadarate fortifications nt Camp Bartow 
ct Trcvalars Hapoae. Two ummons wore a 
This and seTerol othora ora still to bo 
battle flaid. __ 


ound on this 


Hl.torlc Trovalnra S.po.. n. it Is today, a. 
•t*. MMk atop in th. county. Tha origin^ , 
pr*.tl..nj d.at-oy.j durln« tho civil war. u, 
»H. — It tana OB that th. front p„ rt 0 
CUUh M 11 r#h '*>lt by Pator Yoau 









1 P art of the Confederate fortifications nt Camp Bartow 
ot Trcvelem Hepoee. Two ominous wore stationed here. 
This ana Berorol othora are stjU to bo found on thin 
bottle field. _ 


■M.toru Traveler. Bepoa. n8 lt is today. ft . 03ly 

coach "top the count,. The or. PlIlal bulWlne 
-otK.,1, dee troy.J during the Civil rtar . Ur . E ^ 

Z 0 WU °° «“ *“« P- of the house 

J" BUOh M 11 K, “ r#hU,U k -'- P -fr Yeager after the 


vuealte MUt, 
‘-lotsr -1 elc 
'ocen-nt t» ~ou_-tj 


Juanil 


Pocahontas County 



Juanita Cillay 
Clover Lick 
Pocahontas 'our; 


j .■ci^. v.'Tks Cki.;n 

citM-na * - sEcnor «b - s 


re,-e 3 


of our citi.en. were err-ted durin C the rar for b.ins syrp.thi.er. 
on. .id. or the othor. The folloria C ere e for of f . =«« I b ” D 

, Ml t, find. Also .ono wore killed for th.ir belief.. 

Thonee 3.1 ford r«. . pronounced Confederoto eyrc.thi.er end wee. ruforded 
. denr.erous citi.en to be .t lkr E . in war time.. He «es err..ted by e 
eet.ek.est cl .mot 6old)era unoer captain i.l.on rr.j, cunt to cat* ch.ee .(.ere 


„e o»ed ouriuj, ti.e ter. 

John onlti of btony Creek tee n Inlon ayopethi.er. lie wee erre.ted Ly the 
Coaf e Crete rilitle, but re. rroten not danrerous end res released on parole. Kb 
died before he pot teoV hone. 

21chard Auldridpo re. e Confederate sympathizer end res hilled, hie two 
son. were In the eouthera arty. Hie oae soa, Joha Auldridje re. killed ot 
-ettyeturg. the other son. Allen Auldrldpe, ree diacharced e. e breve <md 

felthful soldier. 

'oalal heard wee taken -Tleoner by Federal troops near the end of the 
ter. theuph he tea pest 70 years of ope. Sooethlnp rai said to roues hie ire, 

* ■ i eh.llear.ed the whole squod to sinple conbet. 

'•cry Ar bo peat was a elneere, doeided but harnlest synpathl.er with the 
»lee cause. Shea lest eecs alive he eaa hie neighbor Eli bu.ierd were in 
"" * ®f • aiced of pereona clelcda b to be conl'ecar.li eoocts. . f„ a,-.., 

•• treafos u.«te U. clvlileua were found need car the rueoalde, .tout heir 
• -...r ,o... .1 „. d . mil end Froat. From the ettltude in rhioh 

.. ■' •*»* '* «'• taf*FTBi th.t h. died In the not of prayer. 

Cr. Heed reer Edrey. ?. ... jraetly rcareoted. rj, ,vr- 
.. • — •» et BMUt durinc the «r. 

llrteee naur) ef Feeahiatae) 




Cuar.lta E'lloy 
Clover lilofc 
racahontes Coartr 
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: . nv ef our citlten. war. arr.-ted during the «r for being syrpathiser. 

, .id. or the othar. Th. following *r. e for of th. nraa 1 b ” n 

lUt to find. Also .on. nr. killed for their belief.. 

Thom. Cm 1 ford was a pronounced Confederate sympathiser and mas regarded 
„ a dangerous eiti.on to be at large in war tin*. He was arrested by a 
usUC.-hent ol' -niot soldiers under captain ..elson jraj, sent to esnf '-bate where 


um satd ouriut, t«-e »er. 

John Ouitf of Stony Creel: was a Union sympathiser. !le was arrested by the 
Confe erate militia, but res rroran not dar.rerous and was released on parole. E. 
died before be pot back home. 

Bichard Auldridgo was a Confadarata sympathizer and was hilled. Els two 
sons were In the southern arty. The one son, John Auldridgo was killed at 
iettyaturg. the other son, Allen Auldridga, was discharged as a brave and 

faithful soldier. 

Joslah heard was taken mlaoner by Federal troops near the end of the 
ear, though he was past 70 years of ego. Something was said to rouae his Iro, 

» .-a challenged tie whole squad to single conbat. 


enry Arbogaet waa a alnoera, doeided but harnloet sympathiser with the 
aloe eeuee. than last seen allre ha ana bis neighbor Eli nuuerd were in 
« «r • of e squad of persons eleicin,, to be conl'ecereti eoouts. a f„ oays 
• srv.rsa bail Uo olTilians were found oead near the roadalda, auout half 
■ -.lad. dill ** Fro.t, Pro, tie attitude in „ M oh 

•» •• Inferred th.t b. did In the not of prayer. 

•- >. cr. UM raar Mray. ?. gr„tiy re.reoted. • !, 

" .. “• *Aharaota, and he died tola | th. 

Vnm> v»rle« witter, af FMah.aUa) 




rage 2 


wll,¥ - - ----- 
Jeorgo corner ' ms B Jeoka onion democrat, and itrint* to say one of the 

al houehontoc secaasioniste, ~© intc-ase his devotions to state rights 

),i '.acere. 

(The question of secession was the rain issue in Fooahontas. Hony 
had already freed their slaves because they did not believe in 
slavery, yet they did not believe in setting then all free at onoe.) 

Jacob Sloven lived on the Staunton and Parkersburg Turnpike, l any 
scOfle traveled this route, and the hore of Jacob Slaren ms well known as a 
place of hospitality. Governor Joe Johnson and Stonewall Jackson iave stopped 
hore to enjoy trout and vonison. Everything cec-ed prosperous and ploassnt 
ritk Jaoob Slaver, until the’ terrible ravages of rar laid his hore in aaheo, ar-u 
exiled t; e imp;y ir. an. 

i .lire* ; r-. con,. were so ravages oy mr os r.os upper ruotnontas . 

Fro: - Frices' -istcry. 

Irrerultr "erfere - &iMn*aeking. In the string of 1862 with the regular 
•-rears meet out of the county, the irrerular fighters began lo t-ause trouble. 
The- called then gorillas at first, but later coined the cord bushwhackers. 

It m the curac of o brave ar.d ir-petuoua people, such as ere to be found in 
'• -ountalna chat they could not help taking part 'in the fighting whether they 
*'- -at ivorr. in or not. They carried guns like oity ren carry canes, and they 
one aide or the other according to their convictions, 
lroy in a latter to Gen. h. S. Hosccrans wrote on Vnroh 16, 1662. This 
• set as - a day for drafting of the militia or Tooehoatas and Highland 
• T.y cltieena to eacare draf. were hiding in the mountslna and tryin- 

■Beepe, Seven have arr - :ay. 

-area Lx.. - are, wret. lael o4 r.iu..es irv. .-eectoe a..© 

U Utt). tvU Orel tea late t,.. r.twl „. 1>W mat u.e 


• ti u Crafted v »» cesu , 


arch. Slat . ilroy reported refurees 
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s. wney - - - 

Jeorr® ourner T;BS a JooJ c 6oa5ftn derocr&t, and strange to say one of the 
. _ ;n nj |<ouBliontoc Bocosaionistt, so iatcase his devo*in«s to state rights 

had Veoore* 

(The quostion of secession tos the rain issue in Focahontas. l.ony 
had alroady freed their slaves because they did not believe in 
elevery, yet they did not believe in seiti:ig thee ell free ct onoe.) 

.-ooob Sloven lived on the Staunton and Parkersburg Turnpike. 1 any 
-cople traveled this route, and the here of Jocob Sleven was noil known as a 
piece of hospitality. Governor Joe John*on and Stonewall Jackson lave stopped 
hore to enjoy trout and venison. Everythin!; scored prosperous end ploosent 
rith Jacob Slaver, until the - terrible rave pea of v.or laid his bora in aanca. and 
exilci tie ha,;, intm. 

i ,liee* 1 - eeunj ;.cre so rsvtgec by rar es see upper ruoai.ontes. 

fro: - frices' -istcry. 

Irrirvlcr 'lorfore - cnShwhacVinr. In the scrinp of lS^Z with the regular 


t-eert swept out of the count;', the irrtruler fighters bcun to cause trouble. 

• e;* celled ther. gorillas at first, but later coined the cord bushwhackers. 

It ns the ourac of a breve and ir.petuous paopla, such as ere to be found in 
*-'• nountalns that they could not help taking part in the fighting whether they 

* scorn in or not. They carried guns like oity ran carry ecnes, and they 
•hot ■ one Side or the other according to their convictions. 

llroy In e letter to Gen. ~. S. Kosecrans wrote on Inroh 16, 166S. This 

• • -as tel at e day fer drafting of the militia of fooehoates end Highland 
•'•ctiee. ' .r,, citliena to eacare drart were hiding in the mount, ins and trying 

. Seven have arrived here ;.et.rday. 


-are.. Wife . tlrey wot. last 04 rrtu.es. iru. i-cau-ntae a,.c ..i^.lanu 
‘ ‘ ' .. . 

. . -“t.. erch diet . ilrog reported refugees 





h c 3 


/ ,. rill day l: arrived fro- Foeohontss end resorted that the 

r : t . < - • . 

r „!rra‘- ««U continued. 

irrll 4. > t6s “enerel Miliar Skeen wrote to Confederate headquarters 
t .,t these men that Virfinia had ‘authorised to organise aa r. C eUrs for the 
hor . defense .ere devistetin„ the cu.tr., an- <an killed three Oitiaeoa Ci¬ 
sco.i.outas e..a stolen lo horses. ue cOi-i-leli.ee of then, ts eitterl, ei old tno 
renerel generals. 

icruler troers tert sltHrra i f ter t> e nettle of Tor Allcgheney. Ti en it 
_ t v, ndreds of able-bodied -en tool- ur er-s to defend the-selvea, end there 
.ere uneesy tires. 

Soldiers et tore on furlough responded to appeal for ersiater.ee and 
little eredes would spring up in s day. here e skirmish, and disbond as 
qtilokly as they lad eo e- together. It ras but an echo of the e.inute ran of 
v« herolutlon. The battle of buncan's Lar.a ras tin largest battla fought In 
.'oeehontes by these troops and furlough, soldiers, though there was continual 
nailer akiir.lal.es. 

The courts did not neat and the eitisens auffered fror. the needs of soldiers 
of both arr.lea end from the irregular troope. It is certain that nowhere in tho 
" " r r "** • car. peril te inhabits, te tlau in t:.e county uf ruuuhc..tl*. i,.ia 
danger was sc „r.et secuuse of tr.e division ol aentrnaat. 

Froa. - beat Virginia clue nook lskb 
•:.re vaa a t lrrl.h at l-erlint nottor Arril 15, H<=», Cspttlli J. V.. 

Co. of t>. 15th Virginia Cavalry car. upon a cor-peny of Federei aoldiera 
■■e-.tlty ■ >'»"». and chased the. north toward Edray. 

IASI hAVni 

T ” ““ b * tM * * **•» •" «« '««*«• et trendy hello, n-r hunter.viU. 

- «'• etle of Caeg re. tin...t on the llth day of ,.y ltd. 


*Me «e,e£ere..t .as 
«-• Vaasa.* 1 , , 


ren t t.fe.u the lth Ohio Cavalry end . portion or n. a . 
•'urnm, t. their hewM „ t . r ^ 

"** - V 7 “ ■« »~k - ^ *nar» 




J ' <r. ecne. Tin day l: arrived fro- Focaloatsa and resorted that the 

... r .„rent •»«! eoatiaued. 

Airll 4. H6* General T.illier Skeen wrote to Confederate headquarters 
the., ran that Virpinia had ‘authorised to or s «ni:e aa regulars for the 
jefer.se .ere devastating the Country an- met killed three eititto* of 
jocsi.Outas a..d stolen It horses, ne oonplalnec -f thus. as titterlj ea oic tno 
■••jertl generals. 

secular trocra mere withdrew t ftcr t'e nettle cf Top Allcpheney. Hen it 
-r: 'ndreds of able-bodied -er. tooV v- er-a to defend themselves, and there 
• ere unoeij tir.ea. 

Soldiers at kosie on furlough responded to appeal for aaslatar.ee and 
little amles would spring up in e day. hart a ekiredeh, end disbond as 
qulc.-Iy as they lad eo e together. It res but ea echo of the minute res of 
vi revolution. The bettla of Juncan'i L»r.e tea the lmrfeai battle fought In 
/oeehontae by these troops and furlough soldiers, though there was continual 
■seller skirmishes. 

The oourta did not meet end the citizens euffered from the naada of aoldiara 
of both arnica and from the irregular troopa. It la cartein that nowhere lr. the 
"•"nr ... • ere more peril te inhabits, to tlk.u in the county ul rueahe-ts* . Inis 
steer wes so ..rest cecsuso of tne division of sentiment. 

From - best Virginia clue nook lokb 
•:.re wee e a In-lsP st ’.rli nt Potter Arril 15, 1664, Captain J. V.. 

c °’ of ,St> ’ V) T*.nia Cavalry care upon a co-peny of Federal soldiers 
-ectity • nrnown. end ekeaed thee north toward Edray. 


I- 


LA01 bAlTLS 

”* H? % * ttI * *' *'* . .* ftHW brandy b.Uow n« r huntereviu.. 

‘ ll * C “T Cortliweat on the llth day of ley 166 b. 

' .' t1, 'Mo Cavalry and e portion of uea 

.. h**«aln« t. the,, home. .. t . r 

- lets a. , Iu . ^ M|| 

^ -• . *«*«* . 
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Fbcabonte* Courtj- 


:;elie X- _c-fcuetlln 
:;*rllnton f • »*• 
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C h»pt«r 4 - -lectlon 4~?ert b 

-- - * Reminiscences of Civil Jar Deya. 

3y Svelyn Yeager Heard. 

in tne fall and rinter of 1861-62 the Confederate 
soldiers craped at Canp ~lle G heny, my old home place, under 
the command of Jose (3d) Johnson. The sugar grove Belonging 
to ny father, John "eager, consisting of about five hundred 
trees »es used for building the oamps and cabina. This lo¬ 
cation could be used os a point of vantage, as by using riald 
glasses they oould observe the movements of the Union soldiers 
camped on top of Cheat ..ountcln, noar the Clubhouse. 

The year of 1601-62 sea a cold and rainy year. Unny 
of the soldiers oeaplng there sere froa the South. I remember 


ties a*. being not very. 


• aarmly 


clad, and shivering *lth cold. 


ot teltg used to the cold, domp ollmate many of them sickened 

a M 

ssd died, and »ere burled on a little hill Da«.k of our house. 

.si back porch its partitioned off to be used as a 
ccuiiur; ay ' nolo Jake ..rbogust. The soldiers •anting 
tobeeoe, candy, ate., aould hevo to »alt their turn. The 

* ’ snail, and at tlaes crosied, they aould ask me to 

Baca thatr p».u..--as for then. Being e child and small, they 

* yl4 rooa Tot am. I aould make their purchases end then 

'• •lvs a liberal shar^ of tbo oandy. 1 aas a youngster of 

* -t toe on! ay brother, Maok Yeager (Paul UoNoel Yoager) eight 

• I »'.d soldiers node a lot over us children. Beoelv- 

**• bomm “‘•v »<**!« invito us doan to balp aat than. 

= . -a aara not particularly shy la doing so. ha ay or 



rmt m s 


.prii 3. 1M ® 


Facabontav "our ty 


:clie T. _c-tJcrJin 
: -.rllnton, . T*. 


C hapter d~ 3aotlon 4-rart b 

- - - * Reminiscences of Civil Jar Days. 

3y Brelyn Yeager Beerd. 

in tne fall and rioter of 1661-62 the Confederate 
soldiers cooped at Canp Allegheny, my old hone place, under 
the oomaend of Jose (3d) Johnson. The auger grove Delonging 
to ny father, John "eager, consisting of about five hundred 
trees «es uaed for building the oamps and cabins. This lo¬ 
cation oould be used as o point of vantage, as by using field 
glasses they oould obsorve the movements of the Union soldiers 
camped on top of Cheat ..ountcln, noer the Clubhouse. 

The yeer of 1661-62 "as a cold and rainy year. Uany 
of the -oldlera oanping there eere from tne South. I remember 
tr.es as being not very, aarmly clad, and shivering eith cold. 

■ ol terns used to the cold, damp olimete many or them sickened 

* i 

end died, and were burled on e little hill De-k of our house. 

- ir buck porch aas pertltioned off to be used es s 
--ileaery ay ncle .eke ..rbogost. The soldiers ■ anting 
totacoo, candy, ate., eould have to «ait their turn. The 
- I tame snail, and at times croeded, they eould esk me to 
■ace t air for them. Being a child end small, they 

•-.id mate room for me. 1 eould make their purchases end than 
'•ta:aa e liberal aher^ of the candy. I sea a youngster of 
• Ut tea an* ey brother. Ueok Yeager (Paul Uoh'ael Yeager) eight. 
• •ffltera end soldiers neda a lot ovar ui children. Seoelv- 

r,u *‘ ‘•‘•f »«*ild invite us doen to help eat them. 

*»aree as ear* not jerUouUrly shy In doing so. hany or 
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tR . rare decorated so fancy that as Children *e thought 

there was nothing in the world like them. Colonel McCune 
eould often let me wear the big plume he wore in his bet, and 
It -es a gala day for me when I would have the privilege of 
nearing it. "hen leaving Camp Allegheny, he gave me the plume, 
taking it from his hat, saying I could keep it for always. 

One of the skirmishes of the Civil Tier was fought at 
this point, called Church Hill, ot Camp Allegheny. While 
but a skirmish, it was a hard fought one and lested from about 
d t.H. until after 2. P.K. If I remember correctly, nineteen 
•ere killed. I remember the shots falling on the roof of our 
house like hail. 14y mother and sister Fannie were ill at this 
time. Curing a lull in the battle Colonel Baldwin of the 52nd 
Virginia Regiment had then carried over on cots to his own cabin 
f ur s af ety, and they-remained there during the night. Ky brother 
tet "eager ond myself watched the remainder of the battle from 
s point of aafety. iVe saw the Confederate flagman fall, and 
--«■ 9 rieg almost Instantly raised again, believe by Aleut. 

'*jt 1 am not positive about the name. Capt. llollohan 
•as tll.ed in the battle of Church Hill, and was burled there 
t •***> wsny others. A spent ball passed between my brother 
»'« late Henry Tsager, snd Raohel Arbogaat, who was visiting us. 
«pt. oderson, confederate w.,s killed by advanced guard of Union 
soUiers dressed In Confederate uniform. Capt. ^nderson waved 
to -.-..a. minting they aare Confederate man and he wss Instantly 
MUM. 

rte» Iks battle sas over there sere several wounded men 
u> vs te.ea cere or. rue esbine aare unsuitable, and ay mother 
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tt . calces rare decorated so fancy that as Children we thought 
there .as nothing in the world like them. Colonel KcCune 
,ould often let me wear the big plume he wore in his hat, and 
it -as a gala day for me when I would have the privilege of 
tearing it. -hen leaving Camp .-.llegheny, he gave me the plume, 
tailns it from his hat, saying I could heap it for always. 

One of the skirmishes of the Civil War was fought at 
this point, called Church Hill, ot Camp Allegheny. While 
but a skirmish, it was a hard fought one and lasted from about 
A A.H. until after 2 . P.K. If I remember correctly, nineteen 
«ere killed. I remember the shots falling on the roof of our 
house like hail. liy mother and sister Fannie were ill at this 
ti-.e. during e lull in the battle Colonel 3eldwin of the 52nd 
Virginia Regiment had them carried over on cots to his own cabin 
for safety, and they-remained there during the night. My brother 
eck "eager and myself watched the remainder of the battle from 
• point of safety. .ve saw the Confederate flagman fall, and 
">» fe flag almost instantly raised again, believe by Ueut, 

'• ut I ee not positive about the name. Capt. ISollohan 

te» <11.od in the battle or Church Hill, and was buried there 
• » »lth many others. .. spent ball paaaed between my brother 

»•« late l»r.ry Yeager, end Hechel Arbogast, who was visiting us. 
apt. '.let son, Confederate wm allied by advanced guard or Union 
soldiers dreaeod in Confederate unirora. Copt, ^nderson waved 
to thinking they -ere Confederate men end he was Instantly 

kill**. 

Her e battle sal over there ware several wounded men 
le ** e * tm ot • oebins sere unsuitable, end ay mother 
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c d th8 upstairs of our house converted into a temporary hos- 
“ our house was under construction -hen war broke out. 

' i „ s not then complete. The upstairs wes one large room. 
S : v£ral of the wounded men died, and were buried along by those 
Killed in battle. lor a brief period a downstairs room was 
occupied by a sic* officer, with his wife and baby. Later 
ttl , some room was used as a Post Office kept by Uncle Jake 
,rbogast. The front part of this house is still in good con¬ 
dition. the remainder being torn down. He hed quite a collect¬ 
ion of sabers, cannon balls, musket balls and mlnnie balls which 
„ used in our play. Ed Freeman, living at the present time 
a-, the old hone place at Allegheny ohurch, finds some of the 
nusket bells occasionally‘when plowing his fields. He gave 
so- of them to us when we hod a family reunion picnic there in 

• of 1924. The old batteries and trenches are still 
in evidence. 

Confederate aoldier wes sick in one of the cenps of 

• -.a jiit Virginia rteglment when a Union soldier orept into the 
ci • u to steel provisions, thinking the cabin was empty. The 
fl e soldier orewled to tbe door after him and shot him. 

7 father, John Yeager, died Decomber 2, 1861, and was 
-clloved to i,eve been poisoned. 

Is t.-.e spring of 1U62 the Confoderelea broke camp on 
i. •KJ.eny. t two o'olook the snue night or n.elr leaving 
• t t letea s-.a two or three other o«n set fire to the commissary 
°*® 1M end oeer* by igniting every ol in. Uy mother pleed- 

M ,4 '- ” -to save Item eo to Be ueod for etobles end out- 


poc^iinrEiui cowry 


d the upstairs of our house converted into a temporary hos- 
“ B , al . our house was under construction when war broke out, 
:1 ' 8 W ‘ S n ot then complete. The upstairs was one large room. 

■ , v .-al of the wounded men died, and were buried along by those 
lied in battle. lor a brief period a downstairs room -as 
occupied by a sic* officer, with his wife and baby. hater 
ttl , came room -as used as a Post Office kept by Uncle Jake 
..rbogast. The front part of this house is still in good con¬ 
dition. the remainder being torn down. Vie hed quite a collect¬ 
ion of sabers, cannoi balls, musket balls and minnle balls which 
,c used in our play. 2d Freeman, living at the present time 
at the old hone place at Allegheny ohurch, finds some of the 
tusket bells occasionally'when plowing his fields. He gave 
= of them to us when we hod a family reunion picnic there in 

• ,u—er of 1924. The old batteries and trenches are still 
in evidence. 

A Confederate soldier was sick in one of the camps of 

• -* jiet Virginia rieglnent when o Union soldier orept into the 
ct la to steel provisions, thinking the cabin was empty. The 

let soldier crawled to the door after him end shot him. 

Kjr father, John Yooger, died December 2, 1861, and was 
-oltevod to neve been poisoned. 

la tr.s spring of 1 U 62 the Confederates broke aamp on 
i««Kenjr. t i»o o'clock the sane night or ti.elr leaving 
leten s-.l teo or other r.cn set fire to the oonmlssary 

• MMM by igniting every other oebln. My mother plead- 
•4 Warn to seve then so as to be ueed for stobles end out- 
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v -ldings, but they told her she should be thankful they were 
-jt burning the house. The 52nd and 31st Virginia Reoxuout 
eanps "are completely destroyed, but a Tew of the other cabins 

were saved. 

.then the Confederates broke camp in the spring lo62, 

-y brothers, ill and Henry leager, Crawford .^rbogast and otners 
went with than, .'ill and Henry Joining Company G. 31st Virginia 
regiment, Earle's Division, Ewell's Corps. Bill was kissed 
•eb. o, ±505 at Hatoher's Hun near Petersburg, Virginia, and 
was burled there. Henry Yeager and B. H. Hull were captured 
and made prisoners at Fort Steadman near Petersburg on Llaroh 25, 
lees, and taken lo Point Loukuut, Maryland. They were released 
alphabetically, S. H. Hull the early part of July, and Henry 
ac-.etine later. -X 


After so many of our own boys hod Joined the army, mail 

* 

'b:»ae an important item in the lives of those at home. All of 
b'-r mall, ai well as that of the neighbors, had to be gotten 
frv5 High town, Virginia, eleven miles away, only one house being 
*' along the way. The person making the trip would bring 

*11 for all in the neighborhood. Praotlcelly every family had 


■' lh,t belonged to them in the war. The boys, berore 

•••in*, decided that when any of them wrote a latter, they 

"Mien the onee they knew and had seen, so each family 


7*“ “ ° ft * n “ *°" lb1 -- “«>» in those day. -a. not a 

.-'™ M M »• no -' — roeotvlnj word, however i n<U _ 

***' -eU b. a eo^ort to , h. on.. ot hoa .. n . B our ^ 

Xh - -»• . .. the on. thst rod. horse- 
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f .jaings, but they told her she should be thankful they were 
-burning the house. The 52nd and 31st Virginia Reoxuo.it 
oaapa were completely destroyed, but a few of the other cabins 

acre saved. 

.then the Confederates broke camp In the spring lo62, 
zv brother. , ill and Henry leaser, Crawford .^rbogast and otners 
lent »ith them, >111 and Eenry Joining Company G. 31st Virginia 
Segment, Earle's Division, Ewell's Corps. Bill wa3 Klj.j.ed 
?eb. o, J.8G5 at Hatcher's Hun near Petersburg, Virginia, and 
was buried there. Henry Yeager and B. H. Hull were captured 
ecd made prisoners at Fort Steadman near Petersburg on Maroh 25, 
lees, and ts.--.en lo Point Lookout, Maryland. They were released 
alphabetically, W. H. Hull the early part of July, and Henry 
sowetlae later. - J 

After so many of our own boys had Joined the army, mail 
-ecene en important item in the lives of those at home. All of 
bur sail, as well as that of the neighbors, hed to be gotten 
frOB HIghtown, Virginia, oloven miles away, only one house being 
» leted along the way. The person making the trip would bring 
*11 for ell in the neighborhood. Practically every family had 
* -»ne that belonged to them In the war. The boys, berore 
•evlng, decided that when any of them wrote e letter, they 
■'* " nUoa on8 * th *y »nd had seen, so each ramily 

•"-11 b.„ .. often .. pos.ible. Mail in those day. wa. not a 

’ ' " ^ M »* °°-' — r.oelvjng word, however indi- 

•»-»« be a eo^ort to . he «. ot how . **„„ ou , t ., rn 

1 — —U, the on. thet rod. horse- 
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on - h8 weekly trips to set it. I never *ts afraid, ex- 
0 , pt when making the return trip. On the way home at every 
ia rn in the road, I expected to neet an army of Yankees, 
vj.-ht of the eleven miles was dense timberland. and looking 
sack on it no«, 1 believe I was a pretty good soldier myself, 
for those miles seemed long ones to a child making the trip 
alone, even though I usually went and oaae in a sweeping gal¬ 
lop. On one of these trips my sister Fannie, about twenty 
years of age, later lira. James D. Kerr, made the trip. After 
loevlngy several regiments of Union soldiers come by on their 
■ay to Hightown, and my mother knew that my sister would have 
to neet them on her way bock. The hour came for her return, 
sundown and dark, and still she had not returned. It was a 
long, anxious night, and wo, children that we were, at least 
pertly realized the hours of anxious suspense that my mother 
•as going through. At daybreak she returned. She had met 
the Yankee soldiers about threo o'olock in the afternoon, six 
■lies from hone, at Laprel Fork. A ruffian soldier ordered 
ier off her horse, but the officer in commend (think it was 
l. ".eo. aldington Hull, from KoDowell, Virginia) stepped 
c- reerd saying, "Ho, Lady, otay on your horse. You shall 
« harmed but we eholl huvo to delay your return home 
"f ll isornlng. ;e neon to oamp near hore tonight and no 
“ M nuet be earned baok." At aundown the orfloer sent a 
*'* ,0,b •llrong*., throe miles from home, he 

' ~ lf « u,ra oat.id. all night to make sure no wrd 


** •*** t® Confederate aoldlera. 


At deybreak, he rejoined 
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^ on th « weakly trips to set it. I never was afraid, ex- 
copt when making the return trip. On the way home at every 
urn in the road, I expected to neet an army or Yankees. 

-l*ht of the eleven miles was dense timbarland. and looking 
beck on it now, 1 believe I was a pretty good soldier myself, 
for those miles seemed long ones to a child making the trip 
alone, even though I usually went and oaae in a sleeping gal¬ 
lop. On one of these trips my sister Fannie, about twenty 
years of ase, later l!rs. James D. Kerr, made the trip. After 
leaving^ several regiments of Union soldiers come by on their 
say to Hlghtown, and my mother knew that my sister would have 
to meet them on her way bock. The hour came for her return, 
sundown end dark, and still she had not returned. It was a 
long, anxious night, and wo, children that -.-.e were, at least 
partly realized the hours of enxlous suspense that my mother 


■as going through 


. At 


daybreak she returned. She had met 


t:.e Vankee soldiers about threo o'olook In the afternoon, six 
"Ilea from hone, at Laprel Fork. A ruffian soldier ordered 
•r off her horse, but the officer in commend (think it was 
»i. loo. aldington Hull, from KoDowell, Virginia) stepped 
r-reerd saying, "Ho, Lady, stay on your horse. You shall 
v>t t.« homed but we shall have to delay your return home 
■•• •11 morning. Is mean to oanp near hore tonight and no 
* >M “• ««rr».a book." t wundown the orfloer sent a 

worn her to >>nlel llfong's, three miles rrora home, he 
' --U starring guard outside ell nlsht lo nBko aure no wrd 

to Confederate soldiers. At deybreeg. he rejoined 
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regiment, • onnie being given permission to return hone. 

Union soldiers sometimes made camp at Camp Bartow. 

^fter lark quite frequently mother would take one of us out 
.here we could see down to Camp Bartow to see if any camp 
fires .'ere lighted. If so, we knew they would pass our 
house about eight o'clock the next morning. Be would then 
drive the stock over to Sugar Camp Bidge, so the Yankees would 
not take them as they went by, brother Brown Yeager and Henry 
‘llfong guarding them in the mountains. Sugar cakes, syrup, 
seat* and other provisions would be burled also. Years later 
.‘ugs of syrup were found and dug up. 

Mother and Fannie knitted socks for 17111 and Henry 
•tile in the army. Yankees were often passing through, and 
•t one_of these times we had quite a scramble in the pantry. 
T-serj«nd I altered in time to see a Yankee trying to make 
• i eatape through the window with his arms full of provisions 
t:.e prised Knitted socks, with iannie dinging frantically 
•-£« *oek(, determined he snould not have them. Those 
' from outside laughed ot their comrade'a predicament 
la* *« retain the sock* as well as the provisions, and yet 
aot lose hie balance on the high narrow window. Fannie was 
•Sstoriv., struggle for possession of the socka. 


"ou.ln «« rbogaat, inter Campbell, and I were Visit- 
«» Mtllte Mottinghnn .ho lived near Boyer. la. , v . 


• r » •«! noMdy sod tragedy go side 
••»»!/ eeee been turned into 
Mere old at thla tin*. 


by side, and pranks played 
tfdgedy. .i sere about 
-a draasad in uniform, put 
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nl , regiment, .-annie being given permission to return hone. 

Union soldiers sometimes made camp at Camp Bartow, 
j^ter dark quite frequently mother would take one of us out 
where »e could see down to Camp Bartow to see if any camp 
f:res were lighted. If so, we knew they would pass our 
bouse about eight o'clook the next morning. V.e would then 
drive the stock over to Sugar Camp Bidge, so tho Yankees would 
not take them as they went by, brother Brown Yeager and Henry 
'•llfong guarding them in the mountains. Sugar cakes, syrup, 
teste and other provisions would be buried el30. Yeers later 
.'ugs of syrup were found and dug up. 

Mother end Fannie knitted socka for 7:111 and Henry 
■htle in the army. Yankees were often passing through, and 

T. j 

at oaejjf these times we had quite a scramble in the pantry. 

' otheri^and I altered in time to see a iankee trying to make 
13 ae-ape through the window with his arms full of provisions 
*- :e prised knitted socks, with Fannie clinging frantically 
to the sock*, determined he anould not have thorn. Those 

fron outside laughed at their comrade’s predicament 
•••/lag to retain the aooks as well as the provisions, and yet 
•oi lose his balance on the hleh narrow window. Fannie was 
.e struggle for possession of the socks. 


Oou.iB Uag erbogast, l.ter Campbell, and I were visit- 
' ’ '**«»»* Nottingham .ho lived near Boyer. ... ln , v _ 


* ’ **' *"*»•«» end tragedy go side 
.sstiy have been turned Into 

•»t.aa peer# old m, tln#> 


by side, end pranks played 
Ifhgedy. eg sers about 
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a _ ja over our shoulder, and rent out on the hill where we 
.. e * reve and Jim Kerr, who were not old enough to go to the 
arny, could see us. They spied us and, thinking we were 
suspicious characters, possibly Yankee spies, shouldered 
their guns also and started our way. Be began to saunter 
la the direction of the house, but it was not long before we 
heard them ory, "Halt," which we .knew to do immediately. 

Only a short time before one of the pickets had orled,"halt" 
to Jack Slayton. Hot being quite normal mentally, ue became 
frightened and did not obey the oommand. 1 oen imagine 3 see 
them carrying him by our house now. 

.ben the neevy fighting and cannonading was being done 
In l-lohmond end other points in Virginia, we would lie flat 
os the'ground and listen to the rumole of the oennon. An- 

a 

-•lously we would wait for mail to hear if our boys were in 
those battles and were safe. 

*t the close of the Civil War, Henry Arbogast Yeager 
»»« held ea e prlsoner-of-wos at Point Lookout, Maryland, and 
was released, after taking the oath of allegiance to the United 
-fates, on June 17, 1865. The prisoners were released alpha- 
-llcelly, rind Henry Yeagor realized too late to be released 
8«r "J", ea the original spelling of Yeager was with e "J", 
he ecu celling hls»elf "Roager" instead of Yeeger. 

*bu he aes rinelly released it wee under "R" as Henry A. Roager 
he toon c°o« care «o sign It -Henty Yeager". Thl« !• 

• *» photoetet oopy on rile in .lrginlo ^tete Ubrary. 

••• 0,1 f11 * »“ “•>*■ Jept.. ..eehtngtu. 1 ». C.. 

•elr wyeten eea not ew Ironclad then am now. 
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, over our shoulder, and sent out on the hill where re 
- t t lave and Jim Kerr, who were not old enough to go to the 
aray, could see us. They spied us and, thinking we were 
suspicious characters, possibly Yankee spie3, shouldered 
their guns also and started our way. Be began to saunter 
la the direction of the house, but it was not long before we 
heard them ory, •’Halt," which we knew to do immediately. 

Only a short time before one of the pickets had cried,"halt" 
to Jack Slayton. Hot being quite normal mentally, ue became 
frightened and did not obey the command. 1 oan Imagine 1 see 
then carrying him by our house now. 

Vhen the neevy fighting and cannonading was being done 
In Richmond end other points in Virginia, we would lie flat 

on the'ground end listen to the rumole of the oennon. An- 

» 

lously we would wait for mail to hear it our boys were in 

those battles end were safe. 

the close of the Civil War, Henry Arbogest Yeeger 

»«a held es e prisoner-of-wos at Point Lookout, Maryland, and 

«»s released, after taking the oath of allegiance to the United 

-tetet, on June 17, 1665. The prisoners were released alpha- 

'••Ically, end Henry Yeager realized too late to be released 

! « *J", et the original spelling or Yeeger was with a "J", 

began celling hlmeeir "Ranger" lnetead of Yeeger. 

- to ... finally releerod It wee under -R" es Henry A. Reeger 

ik good oere «o elgn It "Beaty ... Yeogor". 7 &ia lo 

'*"•••• «*• photo#tet copy on file in Virginia utate library, 

ri-i-el ea rile in Her aept., .. O!l!lln6ton , o. C.. 
heee. Their epetea was not ee Ironclad then •• now. 
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Captain J. w . Hathews served in the »»r ’etwesn the states. He 
vi always expressed a desire to be buried in a Confederate Uniform 
mid according to his wish his body was drawn to the grave in a two- 
horse wagon. 'He was born in Pocahontas County in 1839 and at the age of 
21 he enlisted as a private In Co. 135tb Virginia Infantry and saw 
service in many of the historic battles of the Civil War. H* was one 
of the so-called prisoner of war in Charleston S. C. been placed with 
a number of others, about 600 between the Federal defense and the 
attacking Confederates, and being exposed to the firing of this attack¬ 
ing a ray. Fortunately the danger of the prisoners was discovered in tire 
to avert any casualties. Se died in Crccnbrier County in 1930. 

tednecday Oct. 10, 1934 Vathew John kclieel celebrated this nineteenth 
birthday at the old V-ci'eel homestead where there has a John Xcf.'eel 
resided since 1768. At the age of seventeen he entered the Civil War 
and saw arduous and honorable service. He is the last remaining member 

of Captain W. L. Vcneels' Company of soldiers.-Pocahontas Times 

So -here In the mountains were the Confederate Statee more solidly 
•Wonted then in the Creenbank community in fact there was hardly . 

Cr "’° "" Tonna ln the wholB community. The first year of the war 1861, 
C °”P»y of the Virginia 31st Regiment mustered 
"the sarvic. M all volunteer.. In the a.cond year of the war company 

, ' U0 • 7ldl * r ‘' * U ,1X feet J .x.» Hughes Hobert 

. i /’ 0b * r ‘ ,r ' *>" ^senbank Strict. Company G. 

Coro.' T S1,t "* Sl “ ent ° f tb * <th ?rI e« d8 Stonewall J.ok.on, 

' • - *rw, und.r th. eomnand Qf fiob<rt E _ ^ ^ Onion aoldier. 

7’ ,h * T e0 ' Ul<I ' l "-‘ t,U Wh,n th * T hrt to cont>ont *»• Slot 

.Uay, . ° l ° lh " r ‘ =t «- — 

•» <a4 irraalatible. 







_ — — — Juar.I 1 a Dill*? 

, , _ " -f Clover LlfV- - 
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Captain J. *• llathowa served in the war ’'etween the states. He 
had always expressed a desl-e to be buried In a Confederate Uniform 
«,d according to his wish his body was drawn to the grave In a two- 
horse wagon. 'He was born In Pocahontas County In 1839 and at the age of 
21 he enlisted as a private In Co. 125tb Virginia Infantry and saw 
service in many of the historic battles of the Civil .Var. was one 
of the so-called prisoner of war in Charleston S. C. been placed with 
a number of others, about 600 between the Federal defense and the 
attacking Confederates, and being exposed to the firing of this attack¬ 
ing a ray. Fortunately the danger of the prisoners was discovered in tl-re 
to avert any casualties. He died in Greenbrier County in 1930. 

tednesday Oct. 10, 1934 Vathew John Kdieel celebrated thla nineteenth 
birthday at the old V.cKeel homestead whore there has a John icl.’eel 
resided since 1768. At the age of seventeen he entered the Civil '.Var 
and saw arduous and honorable service. He is the last remaining member 

of -aptaln W. L. Vcneels' Company of eoldiers.-Pocahontas Times 

So where In the mountains were the Confederate Statea more solidly 
•vpported then In the Greenbank community in fact there was hardly . 

' r,: ° n f0un ‘ 1 ln the wholB community. The first year of the war 1861, 
-•nrademt. Veteran. Company of the Virginia 31st Regiment mustered 
c ”* ‘ ,rT,C# 63 * U ” lj “teora. I„ the second year of the war comoany 
, P 120 ,9ldl *"» * U * 1X feBt t>11 J «~« Hughes and Robert 

* nb * r ** P ' Pr,0tl °* Uy * n «» Pr.enb.mc Strict. Company G . 

c'”** r “ T ’ U ‘ 81,t 0f th * 4th or Stone.au J.okaon, 

‘ 7 UB4,r th * 80 "“ n(1 "•*«* E. Lea. Th. Onion soldier. 

•'•eiawnl ^ ^ ^ ** t0 c °"rront 

.U,„ ° •* to thB r.ct that th. Imp... 

vubtorti and irraatatlbla. 
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. u b e remembered that the -i- *»«!. of Breton was fou-,t 
T ' 1061 and that the Confederate ana, fell tM» to the Tcp 

..a .. n t - ^ -*»- *-«- - inter * and fortlfylne 
, Knildlns batteries* 

*' a , W e. of the Confederates In moving to the Top Allegheny was 
t0 _. n t an ana, fro- -arching 1» behind the- by the way of the North 
, ork and the Greenbank Mountain road. Pickets were placed down 

the Sreenbank road, and on the North Fork road. The pickets on the 
Korth Fork roai decided to blockade it. to be sure that tr* enemy could 
not get in the rear, and co-peny G was on the detail to pilot a co-wny 
of soldiers down on the North 'ork »lth the instructions to blockade 
it in such a tangle that It would take a year or -ore to cut it out. 

The soldiers cut down the mannoth hemlock across the road for about 
four -lies. ?he soldiera said that it was the largest blockade in the 
war. After the war it took the road hands about two years to cut it out 
of t.-e road, and each man working about four days. The GreenBftnk -OUntBl 
road was also blockaded. 

It was in the engagement on Top Allegheny that the old Confederate: 
r-lit»rs, William Slayton was wounded and crept of f in the bush to die, 
tit ■»! found two days later by his comrades who were searching for miss 
In.- aoldlera. ‘heir attention was attracted to the place of some one 

a . ood old hynn. When found, they were told he though ho would 
« -. 7*1 before he died, but he recovered and lived many years. 

:t will ha remembered fhat the home of John Yeager waa in the 
of the nettle field, '-e hove it from Vra. hochel Sutton, who 
•' ■ see staying w!th her uncle, John lea.-er and Nr. J. U. 
a ••.. tar r,r .’ohn Y-e.-cr, that they were awakened In the morn¬ 
ing tefore flay: lb* loud talking of the soldiers. They were 

'••*» for battle, and aare filling the breastwo-ke Juat hack 
• Wager houaa. When the bullets ba-en falling on the house like 


at the 

tear 


I 
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,1a battle of Braxton was feu ;‘nt 


.111 be remembered that the 

' Confederate army fell book to the Top 


, , , 1961 and that the 

' and vent to building cabins for the -inter, and fortifying 


on 

A ll*heny, 

._ d building batteries. 

idea of the Confederates in moving to the Top Allegheny «. 
t0 p-t -«nt an army fro. arching In behind then, by the -ay of the North 
Fork road . and the Greenbank fountain road. Pickets -ere pieced do- 
the oreenbank road, and on the North Fork road. The pickets on the 
Korth Fork real decided to blockade It. to be sure that tr* enemy could 
not get in the rear, and company G was on the detail to pilot a com»ny 
Of soldiers down on the North 'ork with the Instructions to blockade 
It in such a tangle that it would take a year or more to cut It out. 

The soldiers cut down the mannoth hemlock across the road for about 
four miles. The soldiers said that it -as the largest blockade in the 
war. After the war it took the road hands about two years to cut it out 
:T t.-.e road, and each man working about four days. The Greenbank aOUntBl 
road was also blockaded. 

It was In the engagement on Top Allegheny that the old Confederates 
soldiers, ■Vllllaa Slayton was wounded and crept off in the bush to die, 

", it .as round two days later by his comrades who were searching for mis 
soldiers, -heir attention was attracted to the place of some one 
«' -: •,r..- a wood old hyrm. When found, they -ere told he though he would 
- a • jmn before he died, but he recovered and lived many years. 

:t will be remembered Jhat the home of John Yeager was In the 
• «r of the rattle field. have It from Vrs. hachel Sutton, who 
•t , net time was staying with her uncle, John Yeager and Nr. J. 

» a u ter of John Yeager, that they were ewakened In the morn¬ 
ing before Oeylleht by the loud talking or the eoldiors. They were 
••tln| aedy for battle, and aere filling the brenstwo-ke Just beck 

■ • ■eerer houae. Vhen the bullata be-an falling on the house Ilk# 

ball. 
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General ord*-ed the *— 

:lly moved out. **» «-* 08=6 


•cates to vacate the house, 

- e 6 »ch, afte- the battle, they 


lied -ith toilets, one corner «. badly ds^ed hy 
^n/hluse ”» mied -dth -ounded soldier The upst.l-s 

^ . hospital for easy day,. - « - « “* 

10 ^eat of the Union -ee after the battle eas « - -ay 

tonB Hetrest" and led to the composition of the old violin tune o 
^ name, -hich .a. -posed hy two Confederate, eoldie,. -ge • 
Su'ton and Robert Wolfenbarger. -ho said they heard him trying to give 
fhe command to retreat, but couldn’t say anything for steering. It 
.a, reported aft.cards', that the delay of the Union army, and failing 
to make the attack in the rear at the proper tine -as due to the fact 
that they found a barrel or t.o of good cider at the Rottingham home 
and wouldn't march a step until it -as ell coneuned end their canteens 
rilled. The unreasonable thing about the official repo- ta of the bottle 
of lop Allegheny is that perhaps 2000 soldiers on each side -ould stand 
and shoot at each other from daylight until 2:30 and only 20 killed on 
each side. But It -ill be re.-eabered that the boys of the Blue and the 
Cray" who fought were amateurs in the art of -arfare, and had not yet 
been drilled, and had not learned the military tactics of Jackson, Lee, 
and Grant. The shooting must have been at random, for the lumber 
company who cut the timber In that section found a number of trees 
nslf cut down by the cannon halls, these trees -ere said to be entirely 
out of the line of battle. 

^ Prom: Pocahontas Tinea 

from a htstorv of Greenbank 
written in 1934 by H. W. Brown 
°f Greenbank and pub. in the 
times. 





